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EDITORIAL 


“Breakfast Table 
Autocrat” 


Henry P. Crowell, founder of the Quaker Oats 
Company, director of the Perfection Stove Com- 
pany and owner of numerous other business enter- 
prises was one of America’s most successful busi- 
ness men. 





However, he was more than a successful business 
man. He was an humble, consecrated Christian, 
who gave his money and time as few men have 
done, to promote the coming of God’s Kingdom. 


Richard Ellsworth Day, author of gripping bi- 
ographies of Spurgeon, Moody and others, has 
given us in his biography of Henry Parsons Cro- 
well a most heart-warming and inspiring book. 


Writing of Mr. Crowell, Dr. Day says in a recent 
article: 


Mr. Crowell had been reared under the theology 
of Charles Grandison Finney, who sometimes spoke 
in the Second Presbyterian Church in Cleveland, so 
that he grew up in the thought that no one ever 
doubted the authenticity of the: Bible. When he 
heard people make sentences that sounded a little 
bit shaky, he would promptly disregard his own 
feelings because only a little later the speaker 
would say a good word concerning Jesus. Then 
he saw unmistakably the rise of Modernism in his 
own denomination. He protested against it. He 
continued to do so. He came to some strange con- 
conclusions. May I read these very briefly: 


He felt that the integrity of the Bible was a 
matter that ought to be maintained no matter where 
it led. He began his Christian life by holding the 
Bible as true and authentic history. Then he began 
to feel that this belief was a necessary qualification 
for everybody. He realized the case would be lost 
if it was not implemented at this point. No general 
worker ought ever to be on church payrolls who did 
not accept the Bible as true and authentic history. 
Further, no one should ever be tolerated in places 
of high authority who would not accept the Bible 
as true and authentic history. 


Then he went a step farther. He saw that the 
case would still be lost if we tolerated people in 





office who themselves, though accepting the Bible 
as true and authentic history, were still powerless 
toward others who did not, which brought him 
down to his great conclusion: 


“Faith must not support men in authority any 
longer who, though they are themselves Bible be- 
lievers, are tolerant of others in position of trust 
and authority who do not so believe. I believe that 


is a statement every Christian today ought to embed 
in his heart.” 


_ This last paragraph, in Mr. Crowell’s own words, 
is, we believe, something every Christian should 
ponder seriously. When the trustworthiness of the 
Bible is the question at stake, men have no right, 
for friendship sake, or for any other reason, to 
tolerate in positions of authority, power and trust, 
those who do not believe in the plenary inspiration 


of the Word of God and who pass their doubts on 
to others. L ‘ 





Our Sense Of Need 


In Eduard Geismar’s Stone Lectures on Soren 
Kierkegaard there is a magnificent introduction by 
Dr. David F. Swenson, Professor of Philosophy in 
the University of Minnesota. In the course of 
Professor: Swenson’s remarks he stated that there 
were two kinds of religion, one for good men and 
one for bad men and that he needed the latter 
kind. One of his colleagues replied to this observa- 
tion, “But Swenson, you will never bring the 
American people to a consciousness of sin.’ Pro- 
fessor Swenson answered, “But even if every other 
American were an ange] and his conscience pure as 
driven snow, or if not every American, then at 
least every American professor of philosophy ex- 
cept myself it would still hold true of me that I 
stand in need of a religion of pardon and grace, of 
a religion which offers and effects a relationship 
to a divine reality that can reconstitute the integ- 
rity of the personality. As a child I was told that 
I needed such a religion but I did not at first 
understand this to be so, and later I have come to 
understand it. And now at the age of sixty having 
spent a lifetime in the use of such powers of re- 
flection as I have, and the exploration of myself 
through experience, through the nature of my 
occupation fortunately free from any finite bonds 
tying me to an institutional loyalty or to a dog- 
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matic adhence, I still know no better than what 
my mother told me was and is the simple truth. 
But one thing is certain: no man who approaches 
the God-idea from any other standpoint than from 
the standpoint of his own moral imperfection, will 
ever have occasion to know the height and breadth 
and depth of the love of God which passeth all 
human understanding.” 


The profoundest students of the souls of men 
have always found the truths set forth in Professor 
Swenson’s words to be unquestionable. The sense 
of need is the foundation for the acceptance of 
Christ and all that He has to offer the soul. A 
sinner’s spirit of receptiveness of the grace of 
Christ depends in no small measure upon the sense 
of need for what Christ is able to give. 


One of the greatest masters of the spiritual life 
of the past generation was Alexander Maclaren. 
Speaking to his Manchester audience one day on 
the importance of man’s sense of need he declared, 
“I believe, dear friends, for my part that the main 
reason why so many of us are not out and out 
Christian men and women is because we have a 
superficial knowledge or no knowledge at all of our 
own sinful condition and of the gravity of that fact. 
Intellectually, I take it that an underestimate of 
the universality and of the wickedness of sin has a 
great deal to do in shaping all the maimed, imper- 
fect, partial views of Christ, His character and 
nature which afflict the world. It is the mother 
of most of our heresies. And practically, if you 
do not feel any burden, you do not care to hear 
about One who will carry it. If you have no sense 
of need, the message that there is a supply will 
fall perfectly ineffectual upon your ears. If you 
have not realized the truth that whatever else you 
may be of which you might be proud,—wise, clever, 
beautiful, accomplished, rich, prosperous—you have 
this to take all the self-conceit out of you, that you 
are a sinful man—if you have not realized that it 
would be no Gospel to you that Jesus Christ has 
died, the just for the unjust, and lives to cleanse 
us.” 


If we are going to lead men to a saving know- 
ledge of Christ it will have to be through the narrow 
door of the sense of need. As soul-winners we 
must constantly keep this thought in mind. Before 
we can persuade a sinner to appropriate the riches 
of Christ he must first realize his own poverty of 


spirit. In all of our appeals to the lost let us begin 
at this point—the sense of desperate need of a 
Saviour. —J.R.R 





Tolerance And 
Communism 


Americans are a tolerant, and a gullible people. 
It is perfectly possible, in the name of freedom, to 
permit forces to form and thrive which will in turn 
destroy that freedom. 


Communism is far more than a political issue. 
t is a spiritual issue and a religious one. There 
are no Christian Communists. 


William C. Bullitt, former Ambassador to Russia, 
and at one time most sympathic to the Soviet 
Government, is now a completely disillusioned man. 
Recently he wrote: 
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“The Soviet Union . . . is unrestrained by any 
consideration of humanity or morality. In areas 
which it controls completely it ‘either murders im- 
mediately or deports to certain death at slave labor 
all its political opponents of all classes, including 
farmers and factory workers and all highly educat- 
ed persons whom it cannot terrorize into becoming 
its agents. By continuing day after day and month 
after month to murder and deport all who criticize, 
it finally reduces its victims to a terrorized mass of 
individuals whom it then compels to vote for a 
Soviet candidate under penalty of losing their bread 
cards, which are nothing less than permits to live.” 


We have no desire to force the Russian Govern- 
ment into another mold; stifled and dormant Chris- 
tian thought in that land may yet accomplish, by 
God’s grace and the aid of His Spirit, this miracle. 


But, we do earnestly believe that Christians in 
America should acquaint themselves with the in- 
filtration which has already taken place in our 
vital economic, social and political life and take the 
necessary steps to eliminate this Communistic fifth- 
column from our national life. 


How can this be done? We believe the exercis- 
ing of the function of a Christian citizen can con- 
tribute much. But, we believe the greatest possible 
contribution to such an end will be to pray earnest- 
ly for a great revival, then to go out and work 
hard to make such a revival possible. God has 
promised to heal the nation which humbles itself, 
confesses its sins, and turns from its wicked ways. 
Such a blessing will come to America if we will but 
follow this divine formula. -——L.N.B. 





Missions Is The Mission 


Of The Church 


In 1831 John Holt Rice, the founder of Union 
Seminary in Virginia, overtured the Assembly to 
declare that the Presbyterian Church is a mis- 
sionary society, the object of which is to aid in the 
conversion of the world, and every member of the 
Church is a member for life of the said society 
and bound, in maintenance of his Character, to 
= all in his power for the accomplishment of this 
object. 


In 1861 John Leighton Wilson, the first student 
President of the Society of Missionary Inquiry of 
Columbia Seminary, led our first Southern As- 
sembly in inscribing on our Church’s banner as she 
unfurled it to the world our Lord’s Great Commis- 
sion: “Go ye into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to everv creature,” regarding this as the 
great end of our organization, and obedience to it 
as the indispensable condition of our Lord’s prom- 
ised blessing. 


In this century, Louisville Seminary’s theologian, 
Robert A. Webb pointed out that Martin Luther 
brought the Church back to RELIGION as the field 
of its dominion and the subject of its concern. 
Webb declares that the Christian Cause is not the 
socializing of Christianity, not the remaking of 
men by first Christianizing their social environ- 
ment, but the evangelization of the world—the 
preaching of the Gospel, making the race familiar 
with God’s programme of redemption, and gathering 
His elect throughout the world. 
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Others have mightily taken up the torch. The ° 


theme of this editorial might have been quoted 
from scores of our great men of God. It is directly 
taken from a notable message by Dr. A. A. Little of 
Atlanta and of Meridian. 


This concern for the salvation of souls has 
blessed the home Church. Under it God has given 
us a zeal for giving. He has enlarged our hearts 
until we stand near the top in per capita giving for 
benevolence. He has honored this emphasis by 
blessing the home congregations. Interest in the 
heathen abroad has meant interest in souls at 
home until little congregations have become large 
and wealthy congregations. The pastors of today 
stand upon the foundation of the fathers. Other 
men labored and they have entered into the harvest. 
With a few exceptions the pastors of the great 
congregations of today are enjoying houses of wor- 
ship and manses and financially strong member- 
ships because of the labors of their predecessors— 
because of the generation of preachers and people 
who believed that missions is the mission of the 
Church. The history of denominations shows that 
when other interests supplant missions evangelistic 
zeal and stewardship loyalty begin to wane. 


What will our generation do with this goodly 
heritage that God has given us? Shall we be good 
stewards of the grace of God, and of our place and 
heritage in it? Wendell Wilkie says that foreign 
missions has given America a great influence in the 
world. It has brought into being an ecumenical or 
world Church—the greatest force for peace and 
world brotherhood that exists to-day. Today the 
gates are wide open for missions. The sowing has 
been done and the fields are white unto the harvest. 
America’s deliverance of the far east from Japan’s 
domination gives a welcome to our missionaries. 


In this day of opportunity are we to take 
advantage of the Providential call of God to go 
forward, or are we to dissipate our spiritual 
concern in other interests? No, there is no reason 
to assume that the Executive Committee arrange- 
ments of twenty years ago is final in our Church. 
But when new committees are formed it ought to 
be with a poignant sense of responsibility to God, 
to the Church and to the benevolence givers that 
the overhead for these new agencies is absolutely 
necessary. 


We have given in the past because of our 
spiritual concern for the salvation of souls and of 
our confidence that every penny was needed and 
that none was to be wasted. When new agencies 
are started for temporary needs they ought to be 
curtailed and closed as soon as the emergency is 
relaxed or concluded. Any sugggestion that an 
agency is increasing its budget in the face of de- 
creased need, or is encouraging its agents to spend 
money not imperatively needed will sap the nerves 
of giving. In God’s work we have no right to let 
personalities overshadow principles. 


Whatever may be the casual statements of some, 
we trust that every man, whom God has counted 
faithful putting him into the ministry, in his heart 
of hearts, is concerned for the salvation of souls 
and cares for the great causes of the Church. Let 
us manifest our care for the House of God in 
prayerful rather than precipitate, careful rather 


than rash, action in dealing with the sacred trust of ’ 


Christian benevolences. The people of the Lord 
give to Him. The Lord Christ sits over against the 
treasury. He not only notes how we put into the 
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treasury, but also how we use that which js put 
there. The eyes of Him, with whom we have ty 
do, run to and fro in the earth, and to whom much 
is given from him shall much be required. By His 
grace may we each be able to give account of oy 
stewardship with joy and not with pain. 

—Wm. C. R. 


——————--—___ 


An Impossible 
Situation 


A very unusual situation exists in church cireles 
today. The Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., is nego. 
tiating plans for Organic Union with both the 
Episcopalian Church and the Presbyterian, U. §— 
our own church. While one must note that the 
probabilities for Union between the Northen 
Presbyterians and the Episcopalians do not present 
grounds for thinking that the union will take place 
at once, yet the recent meeting of the latter church 
did not turn down the proposed plans, but con- 
tinued the Committee and is willing to continue 
negotiations. Also, it seems likely that the Presby- 
terians would probably accept the proposed plans, 
though as they have not been sent to the Presby- 
teries. This is only to be believed on the basis of 
what one reads in the church papers. Some very 
influential men of that Church are in its favor and 
the writer has not noticed any expression of influ 
ential men in opposition to the Union in The Pres. 
byterian, an evangelical paper of this Church, in 
Philadelphia. The writer has not seen The Tribune, 
the other church paper of the U.S.A. Presbyterians, 
in its recent issues. 


But the situation is anomalous and, one would 
think, should not be allowed to exist. The proposed 
bases for the two unions are, of necessity, radically 
different. Especially, Union with the Episcopa- 
lians, necessitates a greatly modified form of 
Church Order, in order to provide a basis for both 
Presbyterial and Episcopalian Ordination. The 
problem of ordination, is of course, the chief 
obstacle to this union. The Episcopalians will 
certainly not abandon in their belief in the neces 
sity for ordination by a Bishop—to hold fast to 
their doctrine of Apostolic Succession. But equally 
sure, the Presbyterians will not admit the invalidity 
of Presbyterial ordination. So the proposed plan 
therefore provides for a joint ordination in which 
both Presbytery and Bishop will take part. And 
this necessitates some other changes in the general 
organization of the proposed united body,—to 
provide for both Presbyterian and Episcopal over- 
—_ " local churches and the general work of the 

urch. 


But the proposed plan for Union with our Church, 
of course, contains no such proposals. We ate 
both Presbyterians as concerns ordination and 
Church Government. But the two proposals for 
Union are quite inconsistent with each other. Sup 
pose that both our Church and the Episcopalians 
accepted the proposed plans for Union, in what 
situation would the three Churches find themselves: 
In a wholly impossible situation. A_ situation 
calling for two entirely inconsistent forms of 
Church Government. Both could not be adopted. 
One or other must prevail. Suppose that while 
proposals for Union are in negotiation between the 
Presbyterians, U.S.A. and the Episcoplians, ou! 
Church should decide to go into Organic Union 
with the U.S.A. Church, what would then happet: 
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Would the United church withdraw from considera- 
tion of union with the Episcopalians! It is not 
likely that our church would be in favor of such 
Union. The votes of our membership would, in 
large majority, probably, be against continuing the 
negotiations. Of course, one can only form his own 
opinion about this as union with the Episcopalians 
has never been proposed to us. But there are not 
wanting some men in both churches who are think- 
ing in terms as large and wide organic union as 
possible. It is the writer’s opinion that these men 
are in much larger numbers in the U.S.A. Church 
than in ours,—again an opinion which might not 
be agreed to by everyone. 


But what would the united Church, ours and the 
U.S.A.—do with further negotiations with the 
Episcopalians? There are very influential men in 
the U.S.A. who would certainly wish to consider 
the union till it was found whether a plan could 
be framed which would prove acceptable to both 
churches. That the union of our body with the 
U. S. A. would almost certainly contain more 
members opposed to Episcopalian union seems 
certain to this writer. But would there be enough 
to halt the movement? It is impossible to say. But 
our Church should not fail to take note of the fact 
that should organic union with the U.S.A. church 
come, we would then be faced with proposed plan 
for union with the Episcopalians. 


Or, should the opposite take place,—union with 
the Episcopalians and the U.S.A. Presbyterians 
first—-what would then happen to the proposed 
plans for union with our church? Is there any 
likelihood that a majority of our church would 
approve of the continuance of such proposals? 
Against it would be all those who are now against 
union with the U.S.A. church plus any of those 
favoring union with the U.S.A. but not willing for 
union with the Episcopalians. 


But the whole situation is very anomalous. It 
would seem that the only proper course to pursue 
is to drop the proposals for union with either one 
or the other group till that matter was definitely 
settled. Either our church or the U.S.A. church 
should take this stand to prevent the difficult 
situation which would arise if either union were 
consummated while the other was still under con- 
sideration. As it is not likely that the U.S.A. 
church will do this, it would seem the part of 
wisdom for our church to discontinue further 
negotiations with the U.S.A. church till the Union 
between them and the Episcopalians was either 
consummated or abandoned. —D.S.G 


What Is Christianity? 


_“We hear of Christianity without dogma, Chris- 
tianity without miracle, Christianity without 
Christ. Since, however, Christianity is a historical 
religion, an undogmatic Christianity would be an 
absurdity; since it is through and through a super- 
natural religion, a non-miraculous Christianity 
would be a contradiction; since it is Christianity, 
a Christless Christianity would be—well, let us 
say lamely (but with a lameness which has per- 
aps its own emphasis), a misnomer. People set 
upon calling unchristian things Christian are simply 
washing all meaning out of the name. If every- 
thing that is called Christianity in these days is 
Christianity, then there is no such thing as Chris- 
anity. A name applied indiscriminately to every- 
thing designates nothing.” 
—Benjamin B. Warfield. 
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Can Presbyterians 
Be Revived? 


There has been for some time a peculiar kind of 
defeatism in our Church. We have almost come to 
accept the popular verdict that Presbyterians are 
essentially stiff, formal and cold. We even tell 
jokes on ourselves which imply that spiritual warmth 
and vitality are alien to Presbyterianism. In more 
serious and despairing vein has been the lament 
that we cannot overcome our Calvinistic complex. 
Our creed, it is alleged, keeps us from being revi- 
valistic and evangelistic. 


History, however, does not justify this defeatism. 
Neither does it support the popular impression that 
is current today. Presbyterians have frequently 
been the leaders in revivals. The Rev. Theodore J. 
Frelinghuysen, of the Dutch Reformed Church, was 
an evangelist of power in colonial days. So were 
the Tennents, Presbyterian ministers of New Jer- 
sey. So also were the Calvinists George White- 
field and Jonathan Edwards. 


Commenting on the Great Awakening in New 
England about 1740, two ministers of note, Dr. 
Isaac Watts and Dr. John Guyse, had this to say: 
“If our readers had opportunity (as we have had) 
to peruse several of the sermons which were 
preached during this glorious season, we should 
find that it is the common plain Protestant doc- 
trine of the reformation, without stretching toward 
the Antinomians on the one side, or the Arminians 
on the other, that the Spirit of God has been 
pleased to honor with such illustrious success.” 


Jonathan Edwards himself testified: “I think I 
have found that no discourses have been more re- 
markably blessed, that those in which the doctrine 
of God’s absolute sovereignty with regard to the 
salvation of sinners, and his just liberty with regard 
to his answering the prayers or succeeding the pains 
of natural men, continuing, on, have been insisted 
on. I never found so much immediate saving fruit, 
in any measure, of any discourses I have offered 
to my congregation, as some from those words, 
Roms. 3:19: ‘That every mouth may be stopped’; 
endeavoring to show from thence that it would be 
just with God forever to reject and cast off mere 
natural men.” 


Presbyterians can be revived. But not apart 
from the truth: When we exalt the truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus both in our preaching and in our 
Church life, we shall be close to, if not actually in, 
a revival. It is our belief that the covenant of 
loyalty and prayer printed in this issue of The 
Journal is an excellent step in the — —— 


Covenant Of Loyalty 
And Prayer 


I. Humbled by the recognition of the presence of 
error and sin in our Church, and our share of re- 
sponsibility therefor, we dedicate ourselves to the 
task of rebuilding our Church pure in doctrine, in 
life, and uncompromising witness to the saving 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


II. We affirm our loyalty to the following con- 
victions: 


(a) The entire trustworthiness of the Word of 
God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice; 
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(b) The Westminster Confession of Faith and 
Catechisms as containing the system of doctrine 
taught in the Holy Scriptures; 


(c) The full Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in- 
volving the fact of His Virgin Birth, His substitu- 
tionary atonement to satisfy divine justice, His 
mighty works and miracles as recorded in the New 
Testament, His bodily resurrection, and His sure 
return in power and glory. 


III. We are opposed at present to organic union 
with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America because there is a marked difference 
in the two churches as to the interpretation and 
administration of the standards. 


IV. We covenant together to stand for these 
principles and to pray daily and especially every 
Saturday night for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon our Church in a mighty revival. 


NE eee eee 


(street) 





(town and state) 


| 


Ofice held (if any) EE 


This covenant has been published at the request 
of a group of laymen of our Church (Presbyterian 
U. S.) After signing please mail to Continuing 
Church Committee, care The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, Weaverville, N. C. Additional copies of 
this Covenant will be mailed without cost. 


—————-o =o 


The Imitation Of Christ 


“Imitatio Christi! It certainly is the most 
powerful lever to move men to endeavor which 
has ever entered the world; it has revolutionized 
all conceptions of values; it has transformed the 
whole spirit of conduct and changed the entire 
aspect of life. But it has one indispensable pre- 
condition. Only living things can imitate anything. 
Dead things must be brought to life. Lost things 
must be found. Sinners must be saved. Even the 
heathen knew that he may see the good and yet 
pursue the bad. The awakened soul cries out, O 
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out 
of this body of death? Jesus has done for us some- 
thing far greater than set us a good example, and 
summon us to its imitation: something without 
which there could have been no imitation of His 
example; no transformed ethics; no transfigured 
lives. He has undoubtedly set before our eyes in 
living example the perfect law of love. But he has 
done more than that. He has written it on our 
hearts. He has given us new ideals. And he has 
given us something even above that. He has given 
us the power to realize these ideals. In one word, 
He has brought to us newness of life. And He has 
obtained for us this newness of life by His own 
blood.” —Benjamin B. Warfield. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th grades, 
Veterans Refresher. 

Business Administration. 

Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 

Aircraft and Engine Mechanics, 
Vocational Courses prepare to operate 
own business. 

Apartments available for married students, 
Registration Fee $5.00 
Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 











BRISTOL . TENNESSEE 
Dedicated to Christian Education under 
Presbyterian auspices. In foothills of Blue 
Ridge Mountains. Co-educational. B.A. de 
gree. Competitive scholarships; self-help 
plan. Endowed. Athletics. 79th year. Catalog. 

R. T. L. LISTON . PRESIDENT 


P.O Bee “7” Bristol, Tenn. 
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A FAMILY PRAYER BY 
JOHN CALVIN 


“Grant, Almighty God, that since the rule of 
Thy true and lawful worship is sufficiently known 
to us, and Thou continuest to exhort us to per- 
severe in our course, and to abide in that pure and 
simple worship which Thou hast fully approved; 
O grant, that we may, in true obedience of faith, 
respond to Thee: and though we now see the whole 
world carried here and there, and all places full 
of the awful examples of apostasy, and so much 
madness everywhere prevailing, that men become 
more and more hardened daily; O grant, that, be 
ing fortified by invincible faith against these s0 
many temptations, we may persevere in true re 
ligion, and never at any time turn aside from the 
teaching of Thy Word, until we be at length gath- 
ered to Christ our King, under whom, as ou 
head, Thou hast promised that we shall ever be 
safe, and until] we attain that happy life which 
laid up for us in heaven, through the same Christ 
our Lord. Amen.” 











Oct. 15, 1946 
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The Voice Of The Federal Council Of 
Churches Of Christ In America Speaks 
For Your Church And You 


By L. E. Faulkner* 


[f you are a member of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., (Southern Presbyterian Church) then the 
yoice of the Federal Council speaks for your church 
and you by the authority of our General Assembly. 
The 86th General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., held at Montreat, North Carolina, 
May 23-28, 1946, commended the Federal Council 
of Churches “. . . . for the magnitude, scope and 
importance of its work .... ” and officially made 
the Federal Council of Churches the voice of your 
church on economic, social, racial, labor and moral 
problems for another year. 


Those church members who believe that the voice 
of the church of the Living God is clear and pre- 
cious and that the mission of His church is to 
preach Christ and Him crucified should give prayer- 
ful consideration to the radical pronouncements by 
the Federal Council on Theology and the church’s 
mission. 


In the July 1, 1946, number of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal there is an article by Mr. 
Vernon W. Patterson, Elder in the First Presby- 
terian Church, Charlotte, North Carolina, on the 
subject “The Federal Council Speaks for the Chur- 
ches.” Every church member who believes in the 
Divinity of Jesus and the saving grace of the cruci- 
fied and risen Saviour should read Mr. Patterson’s 
article. By well authenticated and official state- 
ments, this article proves beyond any question of 
doubt that the Federal Council is speaking for the 
churches affiliated with it. The Federal Council is 
speaking for you and for me as members of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. Its voice is strong 
and powerful among the many political pressure 
groups. Its pronouncements are often similiar to 
those of the Communists and Socialists, the C.I.O. 
—Political Action Committee, those who would 
place security ahead of freedom and many other 
groups who believe in foreign ideologies which 
would destroy the individual competitive enter- 
prise system and constitutional government. 


Listen to the voice of some of the leaders of the 
Federal Council as they speak for your church and 
you. 


_ Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick speaks, “I do not be- 
lieve in the Virgin Birth, or in that old fashioned 
substitutionary doctrine of the Atonement; and I 


. not know any intelligent Christian minister who 
oes,” 


Dr. Vinson Y. Landis, Associate Secretary of 
the Department of Research and Education of the 
Federal Council, speaks, “The corporate form of 
business institution is itself inherently undemocra- 
tie.” He has branded the modern corporation as 
socially irresponsible.” 


Dr. E. Stanley Jones, prominent leader in the 
Federal Council, speaks: “A combination of indi- 
Vidualism and collectiveism will give us what we 
need—unless spiritual unity is founded on an eco- 
homic and social unity, it will go to pieces.” In 
other words, Dr. Jones speaks for twenty-five mil- 


lion Protestant Church members, he is bold to 
make the statement that fellowship among true 
Christians is founded on an economic and social 
unity, and that if it is not founded on such unity, 
God’s plan will go to pieces. 


Dr. Ivan Lee Holt, another man who speaks for 
you and me through the Federal Council and in 
speaking of the work of the Federal Council speaks, 
“Tt would seek an overthrow of the present capital- 
istic system. There are those who feel] that the 
profit motive is wrong and that there can never 
be happiness for human kind until the present eco- 
nomic system gives way to some co-operative 
scheme.” 


And in committing over twenty-five million Pro- 
testant Church members to the cooperative system 
which is socialistic and an enemy to the free enter- 
prise system, Rev. Cameron P. Hall, recently 
elected Associate Executive Secretary of the Chris- 
tian Social Relations and Co-Secretary with Mr. 
James Myers of the Industrial Relations Division 
and of the committee on the Church and Coopera- 
tives, speaks, “All Christians recognize the higher 
ethical value inherent in the cooperative as over 
against the competitive motive and that as coopera- 
tion is emphasized and competition subordinated we 
approach more nearly to the teachings of Jesus. We 
therefore encourage the extension of cooperative 
techniques and other similar means of bringing 
about economic justice and brotherhood.” 


Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, President of the 
Federal Council, speaks, ‘“‘The common faith must 
come to live in the practices that make for brother- 
hood; the cooperative spirit must surplant competi- 
tive struggle; the objective of social endeavor must 
shift from profit making to personality making.” 


The Federal Council speaks in a strong voice in 
favor of a permanent Fair Employment Practices 
Committee and in favor of an increase of the 
minimum wage to 65 cents an hour with 75 cents 
an hour after two years. This and other socialistic 
legislation is urged in a letter written on the letter 
head of the Federal Council, Industria] Relations 
Division, by Rev. Cameron P. Hall to Honorable 
Clyde Doyle, Congressman from California. The 
letter is under date of June 26, 1946, and it was 
placed in the Congressional Record of July 18, 
1946. The letter repeats a statement adopted by 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America at its special meeting at Columbus, Ohio, 
March 5-7, 1946. In Rev. Hall’s letter he tells Rep- 
resentative Doyle that the Federal Council had 
nearly five hundred delegates at their meeting at 
Columbus and that these delegates represented 
twenty-five of the denominations of this country. 
Rev. Hall speaks for you and me through the 
Congressional Record. 


Mr. James Myers, Industrial Secretary of the 
Federal Council who served four years as a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Cooperative Lea- 
gue of the U, S. A., in his report under the ——— 
“Religion, Labor and Economic Relations” state 





Page 8 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





that the counsel and help of Professor Liston Pope 
of Yale University Divinity School as Chairman of 
the Division had been of utmost value to the work 
of the Division. Dr. Pope speaks for you and me, 
“There is a great deal of interest in the student 
body at Yale Divinity School in the cause of labor. 
These students have an organization, Religion and 
Labor Local Number 1, affiliated with the Inter- 
national Religion and Labor Foundation. Through 
this organization many of them have participated 
actively in strikes in New Haven during the last 
few weeks, and in many other causes.” 


One has only to read the reports of Federal 
Council leaders like those whom I have quoted here 
to be convinced that these men acting as the duly 
authorized representatives of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church are leading us down the road to the 
left—the toll road to national socialism—the road 
which would lead church members away from the 
teachings of His Holy Word, away from the belief 
in the Divinity of Jesus and of the saving grace of 
the crucified and risen Saviour. 


Many of the leaders of the Federal Council are 
advocating an economic system which has in it the 
philosophy of Karl Marx who once said, “You re- 
proach us with intending to do away with your 
property. Precisely so; that is just what we intend.” 


I challenge those leaders of the Federal Council 
who are using our churches as a powerful political 
action committee to justify their actions by ref- 
erence to Scripture in God’s Holy Word, His Word 
which has commanded His people not to add unto 
the Word of God, nor diminish from it. I also 
challenge every commissioner who represented the 
Southern Presbyterian Church at the General As- 
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sembly and who voted in favor of allowing the 
Federal Council to speak for our churches to cite 


' one word of authority from Jesus Christ, the Head 


of our church, to delegate to the Federal Counejj, 


' or any other man-made organization, authority to 


represent us in its activities for the purpose of 


solving industrial, political and racial problems, 


As Christian citizens we should take an actiye 
part in our government. We should assume in. 
dividual responsibility and decision. We should give 
prayerful, intelligent and indpendent thinking, 
plus courage and articulate eternal vigilance for 
the purpose of re-establishing and preserving con. 
stitutional government—the only hope of man. 
kind. Socialism is an enemy of the Christian Re. 
ligion as are many of the other foreign ideologies 
which are being strongly advocated by many of our 
leaders in labor organizations, government and 
man-made church groups. 


It is true that a very small percent of the twenty- 
five million Protestant members of the churches 
which are affiliated with the Federal Council have 
the faintest idea as to what the council, through its 
socialistic leaders, is doing. It is therefore important 
that church members affiliated with the Southern 
Presbyterian Church should seek through the bless- 
ings of God’s Holy Spirit to know the truth about 
the Federal Council. When this has been done the 
majority of our commissioners to the General As- 
sembly will vote to remove the Southern Presby- 
terian Church from the Federal Council instead of 
commending the work of the Federal Council as 


they did at the last General Assembly. 


*Elder in the First Presbyterian Church, Hatties- 
burg, Miss. 





The Proper Relation Between The 
Church And Social Reform 


By Rev. Richard Robertson“ 


Much talk is going about these days of the 
social implications of the Gospel. It is the conten- 
tion of many that the Church is failing because it 
does not meet its social obligations, that the func- 
tion of the church is not only to be the agent 
through which the Gospel is spread, but also the 
means of great benefit to humanity by lifting up 
and reforming society in general. It is interesting 
to note in this connection how Dr. J. H. Thornwell, 
one of our most brilliant and well loved brethren 
of another generation, related The Church and the 
problems of society. In his review of Dr. Breckin- 
ridge’s Subjective Theology he makes the following 
comments. 


“If the Church undertakes to meddle with the 
things of Caesar, she must expect to be crushed 
by the sword of Caesar. If she condescends to put 
herself upon a level with the countless institutes 
which philanthropy or folly has contrived for the 
earthly good of the race, she must expect to share 
the fate of human devices and expedients. The 
Church is of God, and if she forgets that it is her 
Divine prerogative to speak in the name and only 
by the authority of God—if she relinquishes the 
dialect of Canaan, and stoops to babble in the dia- 
lects of earth—she must expect to be treated as a 


babbler. Her strength lies in comprehending her 
spiritual vocation. She is different from all other 
societies among men. Though a society she has 
ethical and political relations in common with the 
permanent organizations of the family and the 
state, yet in her essence, her laws, and her ends 
she is diverse from every other institute. The ties 
which bind men together in other societies are 
only mediately from God and immediately from 
man; She is immediately from God and mediately 
from man. The laws of other societies are the 
dictates of reason or the instincts of prudence; her 
laws are express revelations from heaven. Other 
societies exist for the good of man as a mora 
social political being; she exists for the glory of 
God in the salvation of sinners! Her ends are 
supernatural and Divine. She knows man and God 
only in the awful and profound relations implied in 
the terms guilt, sin, pardon, penitence and eterna 
life. Existing in Christ, by Christ and for Christ 
she has no other law but His Will. She can only 
speak the words which He puts in her mouth. 
Founded upon Divine revelation and not in human 
nature, she has a Divine faith but no human 
opinion, and the only argument by which she 
authenticates either her doctrines or her precepts 38, 
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Thus Saith the Lord! Her province is not to reason, 
but to testify. 


Whenever earthly societies of any sort involve 
corrupt doctrines, it is the duty of the Church in 
the name of God to witness against the lie; but 
she can interfere no farther, except in relation to 
her own members, than to expose and rebuke the 
falsehood. When secular institutions involve no 
corrupt principle her position is one of silence in 
relation to them. As God has neither commanded 
nor prohibited them, she leaves them where He has 
left them—to the discretion of His children. The 
simple proposition that all Church-power is minis- 
terial and declarative, consistently carried out, ex- 
plains her whole duty. The meaning is, that the 
church can only execute what God enjoins, and 
can teach as faith or duty only what God reveals. 
When, therefore, she is requested to recommend 
sme human contrivance, she has only to ask her- 
self, Has God made it the duty of His people to 
engage in it? Has He anywhere commanded them 
to join this, or that or the other society? If not, 
what right has she to require it? If the thing is 
wrong she has a right to condemn it; if liable to no 
moral objections on the score of principle, she must 
be silent; and the reason of the distinction is 
obvious. All wickedness is contradictory to the law 
of God, and she has a right to declare that law. 
In the other case the question is one of the fitness 
of means and ends, and that is a question of 
opinion. God has given no revelation about it, and 


therefore she has nothing to declare. We have 
seen the church treated as a contrivance for every 
species of reform— individual, social, political. We 
have seen her foremost, under the plea of philan- 
thropy, in every species of moral knight-errantry, 
from the harmless project of organizing the girls 
of a township into a pin-cushion club, to the forma- 
tion of conspiracies for convulsing governments to 
their very centre. The result has been precisely 
what might have been expected. Christ has been 
expelled from these pulpits, and almost the only 
Gospel which is left them is the gospel of the age 
of reason. If the church is to avoid such condemna- 
tion we must rigidly restrain the church within her 
own proper sphere; and as she refines and exalts 
the spiritual nature of man, we may expect her to 
purify the whole moral atmosphere, and indirectly, 
through the life which she imparts to the soul, to 
contribute to the prosperity of every human in- 
terest. Her power in the secular sphere is that of 
sanction and not of a rule.” 


We are confident that the truths set in these 
paragraphs are the only truths which can secure to 
the church today the position of influence which 
she ought to have. May the Lord help us to know 
our duty and do it as He has revealed it in His 
word! These truths do not deny the social implica- 
tions of the Gospel, but merely put them in their 
proper relation. 


*Piedmont, Ala. 





Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Facts About The Home Mission 
Emergency Fund 


Atlanta, Ga.—‘‘For every dollar allocated by the 
Home Mission Emergency Fund of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, at least $10. has been spent—or will be 
spent—by local church groups,” declared the Rev. 
Leslie H. Patterson, Roanoke, Va., who has come 
to Atlanta to establish headquarters in the office 
of the Assembly’s executive committee of Home 
Missions, and to serve—as director of the 1946 
campaign for the emergency fund. 


The campaign will continue through Nov. 3. The 
objective will be to complete the $1,250,000 ap- 
proved by the Assembly four years ago as the goal 
fora five-year emergency program for Home Mis- 
thes * ae Church will be asked to raise $600,000 

Is fall. 


“To date, more than $700,000 in new money has 
ven appropriated to more than 300 church pro- 
jects,” Mr. Patterson said, “Of course, you can- 
not build 300 churches with $700,000. The ap- 
Propriations have been used to assist, or to chal- 
enge local groups. We now know that for every 
dollar allocated by this fund, the local groups have 
spent ten, or more, dollars. That means, if we raise 
the $600,000 set for this year’s goal, that the 
Chureh wil] spend more than $12,500,000 in five 
years for new Home Mission enterprises. 


“It is exceedingly doubtful,” he continued, “if 
any Church has ever spent this much money in new 
Home Mission expansion in so short a time. This 
does not include building expansion in many of our 
self-supporting churches, which also has been in- 
cluded in the emergency fund allocation. The total 
amount of money involved will far exceed the de- 
sired challenge fund of a million and a quarter 
dollars.” 


Already 141 projects have been approved for the 
current emergency campaign; more applications for 
funds are expected by February. This is the fifth, 
and last year of the emergency movement—but, as 
Mr. Patterson said, “Surely God is expanding our 
Church. In the years ahead we will expand more 
than in the past, with the impetus found by churches 
all over the Assembly through the emergency 
movement.” 


ce Se 


The Sermon On The Mount For 
Bible Mastery Month 


The atomic bomb has blasted many awake to 
know that only what the Old Book holds will meet 
the world’s need. General MacArthur said, “Mili- 
tary alliances, balances of power, League of 
Nations, all in turn failed—We have had our last 
chance. If we do not now devise some greater 
system, Armageddon will be at our door. The 
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problem basically is theological and involves a 
spiritual recrudescence—It must be of the spirit 
if we are to save the flesh.” The N. Y. Times 
(Dave Boone) said, “It looks as though man had 
better start harnessing the forces of the Spirit, 
the powers of the Holy Writ and the electrons of 
the Golden Rule—the only atomic bombs that will 
save mankind from now on are to be found there.” 


Appropriately, the Sermon On The Mount is 
selected for Bible Mastery Month in October. The 
Committal is to try to read the 5th, 6th and 7th 
chapters of Matthew through daily that month. 
(Time, 12 to 20 Minutes) The cooperation of the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church U. S. 
representing 207,000 organized southern women 
and other bodies is assured. It is expected that 
churches, associations, conferences and _ presby- 
teries will adopt and promote the movement. The 
endeavor needs be for a million reading the Sermon 
On The Mount. 


Your church is invited to put on this campaign in 
line with many other Christians. It will be novel 
for many to read a Bible unit through at one sitting 
and repeatedly till it becomes ‘“‘the song of the 
soul.” A Georgia lady of 95 wrote “I never was 
so thrilled and did not want to put it (Acts) down.” 
In the present crisis non Christians may be enlisted 
and then attend on expositions of the Sermon On 
The Mount, thus opening the way to practical 
evangelism. Some pastors, after the practice of 
Campbell Morgan, will prepare by reading 50 to 
100 times beforehand and then find it a rich 
privilege to preach to a folk aJready interested by 
their reading. 


Last year there was response from over 20 de- 
nominations in 41 states ,7 Canadian provinces and 
four foreign lands. Two sisters in California 
read the book, Acts, through six times in nine 
different translations and versions. This year the 
world crisis presents a tremendous challenge and 
the call of a great opportunity. The cooperation 
of churches, Bible classes and other groups is in- 
vited. Further information, four page leaflet, etc. 
will be gladly sent. Please enclose a self addressed, 
stamped (except in Canada) envelope to C. J 
Boppell, chairman for Seattle Presbytery, 2666 
37th Street, S. W., Seattle 6, Wash. 


The Ministry To The Hospitals 
By Chas. M. Boyd, D.D.* 


“T was expecting you” is not an uncommon 
comment made, especially by patients from without 
the city, when the Minister to the Hospitals of 
Charlotte, North Carolina, calls the first time. The 
welcome extended the minister, almost without ex- 
ception, is warm. The number of notes written 
after the patients return to their homes is gratify- 
ing. The fact that their Church cares when her 
members are ill is deeply appreciated. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery began work in the 
hospitals through her Minister to the Hospitals on 
September first, 1945. The Catholic Hospitals all 
have chaplains. A few other hospitals have chaplains, 
but they are the exception. The work Mecklenburg 
Pre~bytery is doing is unique in our Church, and 
it is a work not being done generally by other 
Churches. Some facts regarding this pioneer effort 
may be of interest. 
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There are three large hospitals in Charlotte jp 
which the minister works. The three have approxi. 
mately 900 beds. There is a daily average of about 
160 Presbyterian patients in the three, including 
the Associate Reformed Presbyterian, between 
whom and the Presbyterians the minister makes no 
distinction. Usually one fourth of the Presbyterian 
patients are from without Mecklenburg County. 
more than one third are from without the city of 
Charlotte. 


This story is being written as of August 1st 
1946. On that date 3233 Presbyterian patients had 
passed through the hospitals since September 1st 
1945. The average time of hospitalization was about 
twelve days. A few patients were in the hospitals 
during the whole of the period. These 3233 patients 
were visited from one to one hundred times each by 
the minister to the hospitals. The average number 
of visits to a patient was about six. Approximately 
20,000 visits were made. Prayer was always offer. 
ed. The number of private or single rooms is re. 
latively small in these days of tragically crowded 
hospitals. Prayer in the multiple rooms was offered 
with all. The number, therefore, with whom prayer 
was offered is much larger than 20,000. 


The minister to the hospitals can not take the 
place of the pastors, but he can aid the pastors and 
supplement their work. Cards are mailed each even- 
ing to all the pastors or churches who have had 
members admitted to the hospitals during the pre- 
vious twenty-four hours. The hope is that the pas- 
tor will visit their patients immediately on their 
entering the hospitals. The early visit generally is 
appreciated far more than the delayed. But many 
pastors, for one reason or another, cannot visit 
their patients frequently and often not at all. There 
are always congregations that have no pastors. 
The minister to the hospitals fills a great need in 
such cases and perhaps he is of great help in all. 
To find that the expressions of appreciation are 
just about as frequent and hearty from those liv- 
ing within the city as they are from those from 
far-away places has been quite astonishing. 


Wendell Wilkie made a great contribution to the 
thinking and spirit of the world when he coined the 
phrase, “One World.” This is one world. And a 
person is One Person. That means things. If one is 
mentally depressed and spiritually not in tune for 
long, he may be made physically ill. If one is 
physically ill, his mental and spiritual attitudes will 
greatly affect his recovery. The quiet rest, and 
touch with the Master that the brief, softly spoken, 
sincere prayer by his bedside may bring is of in- 
estimable value. That fact is being recognized by 
physicians and nurses, as well as ministers, to an 
astonishing extent. 


Moreover, more things are being done by prayer 
than this world dreams of. Wisdom and skill are 
given the physicians and surgeons by their own 
pravers and the prayers that are offered for them. 
Nurses are given skill and strength and tenderness 
and hopeful spirits that are contageous because 
they pray and because someone prays for them. 
The spirits of the patients are revived and new 
strength comes as they are made able to rest 
quietly in the hand of Him “who healeth all their 
diseases.” But above all the Great Physician, who 
not only uses human agencies but who lays His 
own healing hand in tender touch upon the patients, 
sees “their faith’? and once again, in His own good 
time, “the power of the Lord” is “present to heal.” 
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During the months spent in the work the con- 
yietion has grown greatly that the ministry to the 
hospitals in the larger centers is one of the very 
great fields untouched by our Church. No one in 
any other field of endeavor can touch so intimately 
so many people in a day, nor minister to so many 
from different and far scattered congregations. 
The most staggering feature of the work is its many 
sided magnitude. 


*Presbyterian Minister to the Hospitals for 
Mecklenburg Presbytery. 


My Garden Of Life 


By Margaret Moore Jacobs* 


I want you to come walk with me a little while 
today in the “Garden of Life.” There is nothing 
I believe can touch one so much as working in a 
flower garden. It seems the feel of good warm 
earth crumbling between your fingers goes straight 
through to one’s heart and does something to the 
soul. 


Don’t you love to go into your garden early in 
the morning before everything wakes up,—while 
that fresh smell of dew is all over? Then at noon- 
day, when the sun is highest, that is when the 
flowers seem to be their gayest selves. And I 
can never miss a peep, at least, at sundown. It 
seems to me then is when “‘My Garden” is nearest 
to the heavens—so still and quiet with the stars 
beginning to shine down. 
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I love the sunshiny days and the rainy ones, too. 
Haven’t you been in your garden just after a shower 
of rain and could you ever forget that fresh, clean 
odor which words cannot describe? 


Life seems so easy for the flowers. God gives 
them everything they need for life—sunshine and 
rain, morning, noon, and night. He gives them 
nourishment and they grow and blossom. Why can- 
not we be more like the flowers? If we would 
only try to be, life would be so easy and happy for 
us, too. 


God has given us everything we need to grow 
and blossom in this garden of life just as He has 
the flowers. He has given us so much. It seems 
we give so little in return. 


For nourishment He gives us love—and prayer. 
If we only keep those two things in our lives, we 
will need nothing else to make them beautiful. 


But sometimes we feel our part in this garden 
is so small that it is not important. The important 
tasks are for others bigger and stronger than we. 
But have you ever noticed that some of the smallest 
flowers give the sweetest fragrance? So it is with 
our oe the smallest give the most beauty 
to life. 


Then let us go out into our garden early in the 
morning in prayer, and plant love. We will grow 
more beautiful in the noonday sun. And when the 
evening comes to us and the sun goes down on our 
life’s garden, may we go out to meet our Lord and 
Master unafraid. 


*Clarendon, Ark. 





Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Nov. 3: Paul Champions 
Freedom And Brotherhood 


Scripture: Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2:5. Devo- 
tional Reading: I John 2:1-10. 


The negro spiritual says that not everybody 
that talks about Heaven is going there. We feel 
that not all the people who talk so glibly and in- 
cessantly about “freedom” and “brotherhood” 
enjoy these blessings or understand how they may 
be obtained. 


Only Christ can make men free. He who commits 
sin is a slave of sim, but if the Son shall make him 
free, he will be free indeed. Only the liberty where- 
with Christ has see free both from sin and the law 
is a liberty worth having. 


Only in Christ do we have real brotherhood. Just 
as sin makes men slaves, so sin separated men into 
clashing groups who hate and devour and kill one 
another. There can be no brotherhood among 
wicked people for “there is no peace, saith my 
God to the wicked.” Where men and women are 
born of the Spirit and are bound together by the 
tie of Christian love there will be a brotherhood. 


These truths are emphasized in the first epistle 
of John from which our Devotional] Reading is 
taken and also in the passages for our study today. 


Acts 15:1-35: All Saved through the Grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The key-verse of this pas- 
sage might well be the words of Peter in the elev- 
enth verse: “But we believe that through the grace 
- the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as 
they.” 


The Christian Church faced its first great issue. 
Was salvation by grace, or was salvation a matter 
of works, of keeping the Mosaic Law? In other 
words, would Gentile believers have to come into 
the church as Jewish proselytes, or would they be 
free to come in by simple faith? 


Paul and Barnabas had been preaching to the 
Gentiles and receiving them into the number on 
their faith. Then some men came down from Judea 
and were teaching the brethren: “Unless you are 
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you 
cannot be saved.” Paul and Barnabas debated the 
matter with them and it was decided to take the 
question up to the apostles and elders in the 
church at Jerusalem. 


After there had been much discussion Peter 
made his report. He took his stand squarely for 
the freedom of these Gentile converts. They were 
not to put a yoke upon the neck of these disciples— 
bondage to the law. 
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Paul and Barnabas then relate their experience 
and the signs and wonders God had wrought 
through them among the Gentiles. 


Then Jesus, who seems to have been the moder- 
ator of the council, makes a statement, quoting 
from the prophets concerning the Gentiles coming 
into the church. His proposal, which was adopted 
by the assembly, was that they should not trouble 
the Gentiles who turn to God, with the ceremonial 
law of Moses, but suggest these “necessary things’ ; 
that they abstain from what had been offered to 
idols, from blood, from what has been strangled 
and from unchastity. 


A letter embodying this decision was sent to the 
churches and brought great joy. It was a momen- 
tous decision. 


Galatians 2: Justified by Faith. In this chapter 
Paul describes his second visit to Jerusalem, four- 
teen years after the one in the first chapter. He 
tells of his sharp encounter with some “false bre- 
thren who slipped in to spy out our freedom which 
we have in Christ Jesus.” He won out in this en- 
counter and was given the right hand of fellow- 
ship by James, Cephas and John, pillars of the 
church at Jerusalem, and the agreement was 
reached that “‘we should go to the Gentiles and 
they to the circumcised.’”? They were asked to “re- 


member the poor,” which very thing, “I was eager 
to do.” 


In Verses 11-21 Paul gives the account of his 
opposition to Peter, who seems to have gone back 
on his previous clear position, “fearing the cir- 
cumcision party.” “I opposed him to his face.” 
This does not look much like Peter as a “pope.” 
Even Barnabas was carried away, and Paul had to 
stand alone for the great doctrine of justification 
by faith, “that a man is not justified (reckoned 
righteous) by works of the law but through faith 
in Jesus Christ.” He closes the chapter with his 
wonderful declaration: “I have been crucified with 
Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loves me and 
gave himself for me. I do not nullify the grace of 
God; for if justification were through the law, then 
Christ died to no purpose.” (R.S.V.) 


Galatians 5: “Called to Freedom.” The much 
quoted and misunderstood phrase, “you have fallen 
from grace,” means that we are trying to substi- 
tute law for grace, work-righteousness, for Christ- 
righteousness. “For freedom Christ has set us free; 
stand fast therefore, and do not submit again to 
the yoke of slavery.” The faith that saves, how- 
ever, is a living faith; it works by love. We are 
“called to freedom,” but we must not use our 


freedom as an opportunity to the flesh, but through 
love serve one another. 


We are to walk in the Spirit, and not gratify the 
desires of the flesh. There is a conflict in every 
Christian. Every “born again’ Christian is two 
men. The old nature is still there, but a new na- 
ture has been imparted. We are to put to death 
the old; we are to yield to the new. We are to be 
led by the Spirit, and if so, we are not under law. 


There follows two lists: (1) the works of the 
flesh, and (2) the fruit of the Spirit. 


What an awful list is the first one! Do we nov 
see these “works” being done by the great mass 
of unregenerate mankind? And the sad part is 
that carnally-minded Christians are often guilty of 
these sins. The minute the old nature gets the 
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upper hand these deeds show themselves. “Those 
who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God.” Let us “look to ourselves,” and by the 
grace of God and the Spirit of God root out the 
old leaven. 


What a beautiful list is the second! How the rea] 
Christian yearns for such blessed and satisfying 
‘fruit!’ The word “fruit” is singular. This may 
indicate that these other “fruits” grow out of love 
as a beginning. There is no law against such. 


Let us examine and meditate upon Verse 24: 
‘“‘And those who belong to Christ Jesus have cruci- 
fied the flesh with its passions and desires,” 
(R.S.V.) How do I know that I am a Christian? 
That I have been “born again?’ That the Repent- 
ance I profess is “repentance unto life’; that the 
faith I claim is “saving faith?” “By their fruits 
ye shall know them.” Have I “crucified the flesh?” 
Is the fruit of the Spirit manifest in my life? Do 
I love the brethren? Is there joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self- 
control, in my life? Let us examine our hearts 
before God as we leave this study! 


We are not made free in order to sin, but in 
order to get rid of sin. We are saved from our 
sins, not in them. “If the Son shall make you free 
ye shall be free indeed.”” What a blessed freedom! 


A brotherhood of Spirit-born and Spirit-filled, 
and Spirit-led men, not desirous or vain glory, not 
provoking or envying one another, but _ helping 
and encouraging, bearing one another’s burdens. 
What a blessed brotherhood! 





Lesson For Nov. 10: Paul Founds 
The Church At Philippi 


Scripture: Acts 16:11-40; Philippians 1:3-6; 2: 
1-11; 4:8-23. Devotional Reading: Psalms 122. 

“Come over into Macedonia and help us.” Such 
had been the “Macedonian Cry” in the vision at 
Troas. ““And when he had seen the vision, imme- 
diately we sought to go.” Do we receive such vis- 
ions and hear His voice? Are we as ready to “Go?” 
if not, why not? Is not the Holy Spirit as able and 
willing to guide us as He was Paul? Is the fault 
not in us? 


The beginning of the church at Philippi is one 
of the most interesting and instructive portions of 
this most interesting Book of Acts. The experi- 
ences of the missionaries were so varied, the first 
converts so different, and the working of God’s 
re so marvellous—we can only touch the main 
truths. 


Acts 16:11-40. The Historical Background. 1. 
“The Riverside.” 11-15. The church at Philippi 
began in a very quiet place and in a very quiet 
way—in a prayer-meeting by the side of the river 
where some women met to pray. Do not many re- 
vivals and many churches begin this way? A few 
earnest souls seeking God in prayer; God answer- 
ing their prayer by sending a preacher; God open- 
ing the hearts of those who hear. 


The first convert in Europe is a woman, “a seller 
of purple,” a business woman. How much the Gos- 
pel has meant to the women of Europe, of America, 
of the world! Her conversion is one of the quietest 
in the Bible. It is typical of many conversions. It 
does not take noise, confusion, and shouting, to 
make conversions genuine. In the experience of 
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the writer, the quieter sort have proved the more 
igsting and fruitful. Let us not think that every- 
body has to be converted in the same way or have 
sme striking “experience” or dream. All that is 
necessary is for God to open the heart, and for us 
to receive the Saviour into our hearts. Lydia’s con- 
yersion was no less real than the jailor’s. 


God’s ways are not our ways. Perhaps Paul was 
disappointed by this very small beginning. But 
Lydia’s home became the starting-point for the 
church at Philippi which later caused the apostle 
s much joy. Do we get discouraged by smal] re- 
sults? Let us read this passage again and take 
courage. 


2. The Roadside: “As we were going.” 16-18. 
The next experience is in the street of the city, 
and a most amazing experience it is! A poor slave 
girl possessed of an evil spirit follows them and 
gives her testimony: “These men are the servants 
of the most high God, which shew unto us the way 
of salvation.”” This testimony, while true, was un- 
welcome, as was the case with our Saviour. A mir- 
acle is performed and the evil spirit leaves the girl. 
No doubt she became another convert for the 
church at Philippi. 


What a difference in these two; Lydia, a godly 
woman given to prayer, seeking salvation; the 
slave girl, possessed of an evil spirit, annoying the 
preachers as they went to the place of prayer. 
God, in His elective love and mercy and grace, is 
no respector of persons. The Gospel is for all 
classes. 


3. “The Inner Prison.” 19-24. “Their hope of 
gain was gone.” When the Gospel begins to hurt 
bad business, trouble starts. Like similar men to- 
day they hide the real issue and call in the law on 
a false charge. ‘“‘These men are Jews and they are 
disturbing our city.”” Do not these words have a 
familiar sound? Does not bad business employ the 
same tactics in our day as in Paul’s day? Our whis- 
key and* beer barons and the owners of indecent 
and immoral places do not stick to truth or facts 
when they fight the Gospel. 


Is not the scene in Verses 22-24 duplicated in 
many places today? A mob and some magistrates 
join hands in persecuting innocent persons. How 
about hundreds of such cases in Europe and Asia 
and even in America? Without anv trial or excuse, 
except the clamors of the mob, Paul and Silas are 
beaten and thrust into prison. 


4. “About Midnight.” 25-34. Lots of things take 
place in the plan of God “about midnight.” The 
darkest hours of the night are often “His Hours.” 


“Paul and Silas were praying ... the prisoners 
were listening” ... but God was working. He shook 
the foundations of the prison apart and then shook 
the soul and body of the jailor until he cried out: 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And received 
the answer of Paul and Silas: “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved and thy 
house.” We do not have the space to dwell longer 
on this well-known, spectacular conversation of 
the jailor, so different from that of Lydia. 


5. “Roman Citizens.” 35-40. A Very Humble 
Apology. Rome did not allow her citizens to be 
teated unjustly or indecently, but Rome cared 
little for ordinary men or ordinary justice of fair- 
dlay. We feel that Paul got a good deal of satis- 
faction out of this incident. He would not have 
ten human if he had. not rather exulted in the 
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embarrassment and discomfort of these officers of 
the law. Nations are great sticklers today in the 
matter of so-called insults but wink at abominable 
injustice and grievous crimes. We mob a man for 
insulting the flag, but pay no attention when he 
insults God and common decency. Paul and Silas 
got a very humble apology from these servants of 
Rome as they came and escorted them from the 
jail. It was a very different scene from that of the 
day before. 


Before we leave this Historical Setting may we 
gather up a few obvious lessons? 


God’s ways are not our ways nor His thoughts 
our thoughts—He moves in a mysterious and mas- 
terful way His wonders to perform. 


He gathers men from strange places for His 
Church—from the riverside, the roadside (the gut- 
ter we might say), and the jail. 


He gathers strange sorts of people—some from 
the outcasts, some from the “upper stratum,” some 
from the middle classes. 


He has strange ways of converting people—His 
Word, a miracle, an earthquake. 


He gathers “families” into the church: “Her 
household,” “his family.” (R.S.V.) “His house- 
hold.” The children are not left out. 
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Phil. 1:3-6; 2:1-11; 4:8-23: Thanksgiving, fy. 
hortation. Rejoicing. 1:3-6: “Partners and Pa. 
takers.” We have space but to glance at these ric, 
sections of Paul’s letter to his greatly beloved 
church at Philippi. “I have you in my heart.” No 
other of his many churches seemed to have quite 
the place this one had. They were “partners” ang 
“‘partakers” in the Gospel. “I long after you al] jn 
the heart of Jesus Christ.” How all ministers thank 
God for churches that share with their pastor jp 
his work! 


2:1-11: “Complete My Joy.’”’ He exhorts them to 
fulfil (complete) his joy by having the same mind 
in them which was in Christ. Paul was never sans. 
fied—he was not dissatisfied, for he was content 
in whatever state he found himself, but he was for. 
ever unsatisfied. He was ever pointing to his So. 
viour and the upward calling in Christ. 


4:8-23: “I Am Full.” He had a mind filled with 
the things mentionea in Verse 8, the finest things 
of life. He had a heart made strong, filled with the 
strength of Christ. (Verse 13). His life was filled 
with gifts from those who loved him. He had all 
the riches in glory which he prays the Philippian 
Christians may have. He had abundant grounds 
for joy, of which this letter is so full. 
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Young People’s Emphasis 
For November 


INTO THE HOMELAND 


Introduction For The Month 


Two major problems face our world today: The 
races of the world that have long been the subject 
races are rising up to question the rights of those 
who rule over them and to demand the right to a 
free, equal, self-determined life. We fought a war 
to rid the world of the idea of Nazi superiority, 
shall we see it break to pieces on the same thing 
with a different name? 


The Atomic bomb that fell on Hiroshima blasted 
us right out of an old age into an entirely new one. 
Man now has harnessed the energy that can make 
a dream world in which to live, or that can make 
the world a nightmare of nerves, leading finally to 
destruction. How will this energy be used? 


These are world problems but they lie right at 
our very doors when we again consider this month 
“the homeland,” for the race problem is as acute 
right now in the south as it is anywhere in the 
world and the south is fast developing into one 
of our great industrial areas, with the Atomic 
development being carried on at Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
If we can not make a Christian contribution to 
these problems in the south how can we expect the 
world to ever pay any attention to us? 


Our first two Vesper programs have to do with 
the race problem, and the last two have to do with 
the problem of “man and the machine.” 


Nov. 3: Does Prejudice Show 
Strength Or Weakness? 


Introduction 


A prejudice is a “pre-judgment without examina- 
tion.” I had a friend once who picked up his 
father’s pistol, and without examining it he said 
that it was not loaded. To prove it he put it to his 
head, pulled the trigger, and fell down dead. He 
had a prejudice concerning the pistol, he had come 
to a decision about it without examination, and 
that led to his downfall. 


In life we have many prejudices for we tend to 
take things as they are and follow those things that 
will bring us the most pleasure and satisfaction. 
we thus take life as it is, without making any honest 
and sincere examination of ourselves and our 
situation, we will be living by our prejudices. Those 
who live by prejudice will live by the law of the 
jungle. The law of the jungle is “to dislike the un 
like.” This law expressed itself in racial superiority 
in the Germans of Hitler’s party, and it expresses 
itself in much of the “white supremacy” talk that 
we hear these days. And such prejudice is a loaded 
gun because it always leads to bloodshed, the war 
in the case of Hitler and the lynchings we have 
recently had in our own southland. 
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The prejudice that we have against those of 
another race, or another color, is one of the most 
deep-rooted prejudices that we have and has become 
4 universal evil. But as we handle our prejudices 
we must be careful that we do not become pre- 
judiced. There is one kind of prejudice that says 
we must let things be as they have always been. 
There is another kind of prejudice that says that 
things as they have been are evil, so we must let 
down all bars and remove all differences. It is very 
easy for people who have the one or the other of 
these views to have arrived at them without any 
veal examination of the facts of experience or of 
the facts of the Word of God. We Christian young 
people ought to examine the whole problem in the 
light of the best knowledge available and in the 
light of the whole Bible, being very careful that 
we do not merely look for facts that will support 
our own prejudices. We can not here go into the 
wide range of facts that absolutely contradict many 
of our prejudices about race, but we can point out 
some oft-neglected truth from God’s Word. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


The Jews in general hated the Gentiles with a 
greater hatred than many Gentiles now hate the 
Jews, and these early Jews had less fellowship and 
social intercourse with Gentiles than we today have 
with the colored folks among us. The Christian 
movement would have failed if it had become just 
another Jewish sect, or a new Gentile religion. The 
Christian: message was a world message, but God 
had to teach His disciples that fact. In Acts, chapter 
10, we have the account of the forceful way in 
which God taught Peter the lesson that cured Peter 
once and for all of all his prejudice and unwilling- 
ness to admit Gentiles to the Gospel fellowship. This 
lesson was most important. Judea had, to some 
extent, accepted Christ, but they had not rejected 
Moses and the restrictions he placed upon religion. 
We ourselves have received the Lord Jesus Christ, 
but often we have not rejected those prejudices that 
keep us from fully serving Christ and witnessing 
for Him. Let us study this experience of Peter to 
see how God will remove our prejudices. 


1, Peter was progressing: Acts 10:5-6. When God 
appeared to Cornelius and told him to go to Peter 
we learn that Peter was at Joppa in the house of 
Simon the Tanner. Jews abhorred tanners, and any 
man who was a tanner by trade must set his house 
at a legally defined distance from the other houses. 
If a Jewish girl found herself engaged to a tanner 
the engagement was automatically off. Peter the 
Jew would never have been at the house of this 
tanner had he not already been progressing toward 
new light and life. Even so we in Christ must be 
progressing. We do not arrive all at once but we 
must be on the move. Unless we are getting some 
new light we shall never progress in Christ. 


2. Peter was sincere: Acts 10:9-16. Peter went 
up on the house top to pray while he was waiting 
for dinner, and while up there he fell in a trance 
and received a God given vision of a sheet full on 
animals that were ceremonially unclean. God told 
him to rise, slay and eat. Peter replied, “By no 
means.” Three times this happened, and three times 
Peter reminded the Lord, “I have never eaten any- 
thing that is common or unclean.” Peter was say- 
ing this sincerely on the basis of the law of Moses. 
God reminded Him that by Christ the common had 
been cleansed. Some times we may be sincere in 
our judgment, but that judgment may be based on 
Insufficient knowledge, or we may have failed to 
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take into consideration the cleansing work of 
Christ. 


3. Peter was perplexed: Acts 10:17. After the 
vision Peter did not know what to think. Unless 
God can make us stop and think, even though we 
be perplexed about a matter, we will never remove 
our prejudices. Honest perplexity is a step on the 
pathway to certainty. 

4, Peter was obedient: Acts 10:18-29. Peter did 
not realize just what it all meant, but God said to 
go and when the men from Cornelius came Peter 
went. When he came to Cornelius he simply said, 
“So when I was sent for I came without objection.” 
We can not always see the end from the beginning. 
We walk by faith and not by sight. When God says 
for us to take one step we must not let our fear of 
the next few steps keep us from taking that step. 


5. Peter was convinced: Acts 10:34. Peter was 
perplexed about his vision, but he obeyed the call of 
Cornelius. When Cornelius outlined what had 
happened to him that filled out the picture and 
convinced Peter. When God speaks and we obey 
providential experiences will confirm us in the 
truth. The verse “‘Truly I perceive that God shows 
no partiality, but in every nation any one who fears 
God and does what is right is acceptable to him,” 
(34) does not mean salvation by works. The point 
is that Jews thought only Jews were acceptable to 
God as people who could receive the Gospel, but 
Peter now sees that any man anywhere who has 
the right attitude can accept the Gospel. 


6. Peter was vindicated: Acts 10:44. On the day 
of Pentecost (Acts 2) Peter had declared that God 
was going to pour out His Spirit on all flesh, but in 
his mind and ministry Peter had hestitated to let 
that “all” really be “all.” But now that he had 
obeyed God he found that it really did mean “all.” 
Often we make great promises about the power of 
God, but we refuse to let God take us all the way, 
so our word is not confirmed in powerful ex- 
perience, 

7. Peter acted immediately: Acts 10:45-48. As 
soon as Peter saw that God had accepted these men 
he insisted that they be baptized and received into 
the full fellowship of the church. He acted on his 
new light and conviction. 


Suggestions 


Prejudice is one our major problems, and Acts 
10 is a most important illustration of how God 
deals with prejudice. This program could well be 
built around this chapter. You might have a group 
act out the chapter in a simple drama, or some one 
might tell the story. Then you could have a series 
of short talks on each of the headings in the 
Scripture, with discussion of what your group 
should do about it if there is enough time. 


Nov. 10: The Christ Of All People 


Introduction 


Here is God’s message to the world, the Bible in 
a nutshell: 


“For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
ae) not perish, but have everlasting life.” (Jno. 
3:16). 


God loved and gave; man receives and lives. 
What man? Whosoever. Christ is for “whosoever 
believeth.” If there is any man who can be ex- 


cluded from that “whosoever,” then Christ js not 
for Him. But Christ is for every man in the world 
regardless of color or culture, that can be covered 
by that all-inclusive “whosoever.” 


Instead of looking at ourselves in relation to 
other peoples in terms of color, culture, country 
and other things that don’t matter a lot let’s try 
ae at ourselves and others in the light of 

rist. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


— have a common origin: Gen. 1:27; Acts 17: 
24-27. 


2. We have common rights: Job. 31:138-15, 


3. We have a common redemption: John 3:16; 
Acts 17:22-32. 


4. We have common responsibilities: Luke 15:11. 
32. We must see that there are principles of justice 
at work in the world that make it possible for every 
man to get what is justly due him, and when we 
contact individuals we must deal with them in love. 


Suggestions 


One Sunday morning some years ago former 
Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughs, a Chinese, and 
a wash woman were received together into the 
membership of Calvary Baptist Church, Washing- 
ton, D. C. As he looked at this unsual group stand- 
ing before him the pastor, Dr. Greene, remarked, 
“My friends, I will have you notice that at the 
cross of Christ the ground is level.’’ As the Bible 
says: “The rich and the poor meet together; the 
Lord is the maker of them all.” “Where there is 
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircum- 
sion, Barbarian, Scythian, bond or free: but Christ 
is all and im all.” 


Our race problems are many and serious. The 
differences between the races are not the many in- 
significant things that our prejudices claim, but 
the one fundamental that divides is the sin that 
reigns in us all. Only as we stand on the level 
ground of the Cross and yield to the Christ of all 
people can we begin to solve these problems. Let 
your group by studying the Scripture lesson and 
by discussing the matter see how our redemption in 
Christ has been neglected by most who face this 
problem and how it can be applied by those who 
follow the Bible way. 


The Church Of God 


“The Church of God which He hath purchased 
with His own blood.” Acts 20:28. 


“The blood of God outpoured upon the tree! 

So reads the Book. O mind, receive the thought, 

Nor helpless murmur thou hast vainly sought 

Thought—room within thee for such mystery. 

Thou foolish mindling! Dost thou hope to see 

Undazed, untottering, all that God hath wrought? 

Before His mighty ‘shall,’ thy little ‘ought’ 

Be shamed to silence and humility! 

Come, mindling, I will show thee what ’twere 
meet 

ie thou shouldst shrink from marvelling, and 
ee 

As unbelievable—nay, wonderingly, 

With dazed, but still with faithful praises, greet: 

Draw near and listen to this sweetest sweet— | 

Thy God, O mindling, shed His blood for thee!’ 


—Benjamin B. Warfield. 
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An Earslap That Produced 
Treasures 


Many people attended a Sunday School program 
in the Netherlands. 


They enjoyed the happiness of the Children, who 
were treated and listened attentively to the stories 
that were told them. 


Among the visitors was also a man from our 
United States of America. 


At the end of the program this American stepped 
forward to give the teachers an envelope. As he 
did so he spoke as follows: 


“May I hand you this as a present for your 
Sunday School? I am very happy to do this, since 
lowe you a great deal of gratitude.” 


“You, Sir! How can you owe me anything since 
this is the first time I have ever seen you.” 


“That is not so: I once got an earslap from you: 
and that slap has brought great treasures to me. 
May I tell the children about this? It may be a 
profitable lesson for them!’’ 


The teacher was eager to let him do this: and 
the American began as follows: 


“As a boy I lived in this town of yours. On the 
morning of a certain day I stepped out a bit early 
to go to school. I was just nine years old then. 
As I passed across the market, I noticed that there 
stood a few baskets of tasty apples. These I hardly 
ever—maybe never—tasted; and how they made 
my mouth water. The fruit-dealer was just talking 
with her neighbor-lady while her back was turned 
toward the baskets. Then I thought: “I'll take 
one; the lady will have plenty left, anyhow.” 


_ So, I stretched out my hand to put a big apple 
into my pocket, when I got a hard slap on my ear 
so that in fright I dropped the apple. 


“Boy!” said the man who gave me the slap, “what 
does the eighth commandment say? Now I hope 


— this is your first attempt to steal; let it be the 
ast!” 


From shame, I hardly dared to lift my eyes. Yet 

have never forgotten that man. In School I 
usually paid close attention; but that morning these 
words: “Let it be the last theft”? completely oc- 
cupied my mind and heart. 


ann I firmly decided: “Yes, this will be my last 
e ys 


Long afterwards, when I had to recite the eighth 
command of the Catechism in the Bible School, I 
still was filled with shame on that occasion. 


Afterwards I worked in a commercial office, 
and finally I left for America, where I engaged in 
business. Then and there I had hundreds of op- 
portunities to obtain riches in some crooked ways. 
ut on such occasions it seemed as though I again 
felt that firm earslap, and heard the words: ,‘Let 
this be the last time!’’ 


This reminder kept me from dishonesty. The 
td blessed me, so that now I am a rich man. 


I have earned much money; but it was all ob- 
tained in an honest way. And this I owe, by the 
lovingkindness of our heavenly Father, to the man 
who gave me at the proper time a firm earslap. 


And who was that man, you think? You see him 
every Sunday! 


After this the American turned around, and with 
tears of gratitude that filled his eyes he pressed 
the teacher’s hand; and said: “Your slap has de- 
livered me, Sir! Never shall I forget it!” 

—Christian Home and School Magazine. 


BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


The answer to each of these begins with the let- 
ter “P”: 


(1) Book in Old Testament. (2) Book in New 
Testament. (3) Color of the horse which death 
rode. (4) Said, “Thy money perish with thee.” 
(5) Place where a fat man was killed by a left- 
handed man. (6) Said, “Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?” (7) What Jezebel did to herself. (8) 
Place where Jacob wrestled. (9) Disease Jesus 
healed. (10) Day when 3,000 were converted. 

*ysodojUeg (OT) “Asteq (6) ‘ete (g) ‘a0Bz 
Tay poyureg (2) [neg (9) ‘Iojteg (G) “Ae}og (FP) 
‘a8d (¢) ‘suviddyryg (Z) ‘swyesqg (T) :siemsuy 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLES ON THE 
LIFE OF CHRIST 


By Opal Rose Meyers. Published by the Van 
Kampen Press, 542 South Dearborn Street, Chi- 
cago 5, Ill. Price 365c. 


This little booklet of 31 pages contains fourteen 
crossword puzzles covering some of the outstand- 
ing events in the life of our Saviour. Among the 
subjects are: The Birth of Jesus, Jesus’ Visit to 
the Temple, the Raising of Lazarus, the Last 
Supper, the Crucifixion of Jesus, Easter - The 
Resurrection, and Salvation - Eternal Life. The 
Scripture passage on which each puzzle is based 
is given. 


This method of teaching children has been used 
by the Scripture Press and other sources of chil- 
dren’s literature and has proved to be very suc- 
cessful. This particular booklet could be useful 
either in the home or in the Church School. 

—Clifford Smith. 


“Prayer Fellowship In A Crisis” 
Available In Pamphlet Form 


Because of the large number of requests for 
copies of the September 2 issue of The Journal 
containing the article, “Prayer Fellowship In A 
Crisis,” by Cary N. Weisiger III, we are reprinting 
this article in pamphlet form. They may be ordered 
direct from The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C., at 15c per dozen, or $1.00 per 
hundred. : 





Page 18 


General Church News 


Dr. William Crowe, Jr. 


Dr. William Crowe, Jr., pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Wilmington, N. C., will be the 
speaker on the Presbyterian Hour, Oct. 20, at 8:30 
A.M., E.S.T., over an independent network of 
south-eastern radio stations. 


Born in Frankfort, Ky., Dr. Crowe attended 
Southwestern Presbyterian University, where he 
graduated in 1921. He took his theological training 
at Xenia Theological Seminary and at Union 
Seminary in Richmond, Va. His first pastorate was 
in Lemar, Mo., and from there he went to the 
Presbyterian church of Tuscumbia, Ala., in 1926. 
Later he served churches in Talladega, Ala., and 
Bluefield, W. Va. In 1942 he was called to his 
present pastorate in Wilmington, N. C 


The subject of Dr. Crowe’s address will be “‘Talk- 
ing Back to Life.” 


_ General Assembly's Training 
School 


Atlanta, Ga., Sept. 30.—The General Assembly’s 
Training School for Lay Workers of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States, located in 
Richmond, Va., is facing the most congested year 
in its history, with more applications for registra- 
tion than the school can accommodate, according 
~ “¥ Henry Wade DuBose, president of the 
school. 


The General Assembly, at its meeting last May, 
in recognizing the growing demand for trained 
workers and the unique service of the Training 
School in meeting this demand, said, “The Train- 
ing Schoo] is full to capacity and is not able to 
supply the number of trained young women needed. 
The school should look forward to a careful] but 
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steady enlargement of its program. This will 
necessitate an additional building or buildings to 
complete the original plan of the campus and pro. 
vision for enlarging the teaching force.” 


For its support, Doctor DuBose said, “The Train. 
ing School depends primarily upon the benevolent 
offerings of the churches. Women’s Auxiliaries 
and individuals have helped with voluntary cop. 
tributions and much needed scholarships.” 


Among the needs of the school, according to 
Doctor DuBose, “are an adequate administration 
building, and other facilities to enlarge the capacity 
of the school to meet the Church’s need for trained 
workers and to this end a building and improve. 
ment fund has been started.” 


The demand for graduates of the school far ex. 
ceeds the number available, Doctor DuBose as. 
serted, and he showed records to indicate the large 
fields of usefulness open to the graduates in local 
churches, home and foreign missions, in Sunday 
school extension work and in Bible teaching. One 
hundred thirty-four students enrolled in the two 
summer sessions this year. Regular enrollment for 
winter terms last year increased from sixty-eight 
to one hundred eighteen. The school officials are 
appealing to the Church to meet this call for ex. 
pansion. 


———_—————_. 


Columbia Theological 
Seminary 


Columbia Theological Seminary opened its new 
school year on Tuesday, September 10, with a total 
enrollment of seventy-three students, twenty-nine 
of whom were beginning work in various depart- 
ments of the seminary. Sixty-four members of the 
student body for the fall quarter are under- 
graduates, four are enrolled in the Bible Training 
Course, and five are graduate students. The ac- 
commodations of the seminary are taxed almost to 
capacity at present but work is proceeding rapidly 
on the erection on the campus of temporary hous- 
ing units which are being provided by the FPHA, 
and when the eighteen apartments which will be 
provided by these become available, the situation 
will be greatly improved. The opening address of 
the school year was delivered by President J. Me- 
Dowell Richards, after which the new students 
were entertained by the Faculty at an informal 
reception. 


BELLEVUE CHURCH 
Caledonia, Mo. 


This historic Church was organized in 1816 by 
settlers from Iredell and Lincoln Counties, North 
Carolina. August 20th to September 1st we were 
blessed with an evangelistic meeting conducted by 
Rev. Hobart Goolsby and party of Chattanooga, 
Tenn. As well as preaching the Gospel through the 
Word and Sacred Music, religious books were sold. 
An interesting feature was the showing of Ie 
ligious moving pictures. A good number of per 
sons came to Jesus Christ and were saved, mostly 
ex-service men and their wives. The attendance 
often ran almost 200, many coming from other 
towns. Dr. Goolsby aroused the community by & 
posing the dangers and false teachings of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches. He and his assistants at 
filled with the Holy Spirit. 
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Dr. Ansley C. Moore 


Dr. Ansley C. Moore, pastor of Government 
Street Presbyterian Church of Mobile, Ala., will 
be the speaker on the Presbyterian Hour on Sun- 
day, October 27, at 8:30 A.M., E.S.T., over an in- 
dependent network of southeastern radio stations. 


A Georgian by birth, Dr. Moore is a graduate 
of Emory University, and took his theological 
training at Columbia Seminary. Graduating there 
in 1930, he became pastor of the McDonough and 
Timber Ridge Presbyterian churches in Georgia. He 
was called from there to the pastorate of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Thomasville, Ga., and later 
served as pastor for six years of the Peace Me- 
morial Church in Clearwater, Fla. From there he 
went to his present church in 1942. Southwestern 
University in Memphis, Tenn., awarded Dr. Moore 
a Doctor of Divinity degree. 


The subject of Dr. Moore’s address will be “The 
Family Turns to God.” 





God’s Everlasting Covenant 


By G. Coleman Luck’* 


One of the outstanding chapters of the Bible is 
Isaiah 55. To secure the full impact of this striking 
portion of Scripture, we should think of the chap- 
ter in connection with what has gone before. Gen- 
erally speaking, the first half of the Book of 
Isaiah (Chapters 1-39) contains prophecy of judg- 
ment to come upon the people of Israel because of 
their sin, this judgment to culminate in the cap- 
tivity. But beginning with Chapter 40 we find a 
brighter picture — prophecy of blessing to come 
after the judgment. Chapter 40 strikes the keynote 
of this second section. It begins with the precious 
words, “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,” and 
contains the announcement of comfort for God’s 
people. Then passing on to that “gem of Old Testa- 
ment prophecy,” Isaiah 53, we are given the basis 
for that comfort. God is able to offer comfort to 
sinful people throughout all ages only because a 
Saviour has died, “the lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” The third chapter in 
this sequence is Isaiah 55. Here we find the invita- 
tion to come and receive God’s blessing. In Verse 3 
He says: “Come unto me ... and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you.” A covenant is a 
solemn agreement between two or more persons. 
God promises to make such a solemn agreement 
with the one who comes to Him, and this agree- 
ment is to last for eternity. Before considering 
some of the precious truths which this chapter con- 
tains concerning God’s everlasting covenant, let me 
tall your attention to the fact that in eleven of the 
thirteen verses God speaks directly to us in the 
tst person. In the other two verses the prophet 
Isaiah speaks, of course under inspiration, bringing 
the true message of God. For convenience, let us 
divide the chapter as follows: 


I. The Invitation (V. 1-3). In these beautiful 
verses we have the invitation to come and receive 
this everlasting covenant. The chapter opens with 


the word “Ho.” At first glance this word may not 
seem very lovely, but if we think of the way in 
which it is used, its beauty will be apparent. Spur- 
geon says that it is “like the cry of the salesman at 
the fair.”” In my home town of Augusta, Ga., there 
is a section on upper Broad Street where a number 
of cheap stores operate, many of them run by 
Jewish people. It is a common sight to see these 
merchants in front of their shops urging passers-by, 
especially those from the country, to come in and 
look at their wares. In fact, I have seen them take 
a person by the arm and seek to persuade him to 
enter the store. This is the picture we have in the 
word “Ho.” Think of God, not only providing this 
wonderful salvation for us, but actually putting 
Himself in the place of a persistent salesman as 
He presses His invitation upon us! Surely this is 
supreme grace. 


To whom is the invitation then given? “Every- 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, 
come buy wine and milk without money and with- 
out price.” Of course these terms are used in a 
spiritual sense. The invitation is first to everyone 
who is thirsty. All of us have experienced thirst in 
the physical realm, and we know what that means. 
God has the water of life for those who are spirit- 
ually thirsty, and all that is needed to receive this 
is the desire to have it. The invitation is also to 
the one “who has no money.” If the merchant of 
whom I wrote a few moments ago found that the 
one with whom he was dealing had no money, he 
would lose interest in that person, but thank God 
His salvation is not for sale at any price. The col- 
ored people have expressed it thus in one of their 
spirituals: “If religion were a — that money 
could buy, the rich would live and the poor would 
die, but I’ve got a title to a mansion on high, so 
I’m on my journey home.” The one who is spirit- 
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ually impoverished, who realizes that he has no 
merit of his own, is the very one whom God invites 
to receive His righteousness through faith in His 
Son. This salvation is truly “without money and 
without price.” 


This verse refers to the spiritual blessings of 
God’s covenant as “water,” “wine,” and “milk.” 
Water speaks of that which quenches the thirst 
and refreshes the thirsty one. Wine, in its typical 
sense in the Scripture, speaks of that which brings 
joy to the heart. Milk not only refreshes, but pro- 
vides real food for the body. Thus, the one who 
comes to God through Christ has his soul refreshed, 
gains a true joy in his heart, and receives real 
spiritual food whereby he can grow in grace. 


In Verse 2, God asks two questions which it 
would be well for every human being to answer. 
“Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is 
not bread? and your labour for that which satis- 
fieth not?” How sad it is to see desperate humanity 
working hard and throwing away money, which is 
the fruit of that labour, for things which utterly 
fail to satisfy. It may be claimed that some of 
these things of the world satisfy, but those who 
have tried them, if they are honest, will admit that 
there is no lasting satisfaction. O, heed God’s word. 
“Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which 
is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.” 
The one who comes to God and trusts fully in Him 
will be satisfied with real spiritual food, and even 
beyond this there will be “delight.’’ Fatness speaks 
of the superabundance of good things. God never 
does things half way. When we come to Him, we 
receive “full measure, pressed down, shaken to- 
gether and running over.” 


But the gracious invitation does not end at this 
point. In Verse 3, God says once again: “Incline 
your ear, and come unto me.” Note that in both 
Verses 2 and 3, God pleads for a hearing ear. It is 
possible for a person to sit through the finest ser- 
mon and never really “hear” the word of God. The 
devil seeks to fill our minds with many thoughts so 
that we will have no room to take in the word of 
God. But God pleads with us to listen attentively, 
to “hearken diligently.” I am told that as a child 
my older brother, if he spoke to a person and that 
person did not seem to be listening, would take 
him by the ear and pull it towards his mouth. I re- 
call that as a little fellow myself, some time when 
my father would come in preoccupied with the 
business of the day, and I could see that he was 
not listening to me, I would say, “Daddy, daddy, 
daddy,” and keep on repeating that word until I 
saw that he had “inclined his ear.” Reader, if up 
to this point, your attention has not been fully 
centered on God’s word, let it be so now, that you 
may receive the full blessings which He wants you 
to have. He says: “Hear and your soul shall live 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David.” Can it be that 
salvation is as simple as this? Yes, with the one 
who hears God’s message and believes it, God 
makes this everlasting covenant. “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” “So 
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God.” This everlasting covenant which 
God makes with every believer is like the covenant 
made with David: “The sure mercies of David.” 
David did not deserve blessings because of his own 
merit since he was a sinful man, but he believed 
God, he had a real faith in Him, and even as in the 
ease of Abraham, “it was counted to him for 


righteousness,” and God made a gracious covenant 
with him. 


II. Exemplification (V.4,5). We now have q ref. 
erence to the person who fulfills this covenant, the 
One who in His own person exemplifies God’s ever. 
lasting covenant—the Christ, the Messiah of Israg| 
The word is: “Behold, I have given Him for a wit. 
ness to the people, a leader and commander to the 
people.” To the casual reader, it might seem that 
this “Him” refers to David, since he was mentioned 
in the preceding verse. However, the reference to 
David there was merely incidental, as a point of 
illustration. Now the divine Writer turns to the 
One whom He has given to fulfill this covenant, 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the second Person of 
the Holy Trinity. He is given by the Father, we 
are told, “for a witness.”” A witness tells what he 
knows. Jesus Christ while here on earth was the 
faithful witness (Rev. 1:5), and He speaks of that 
which He knows. We can depend on Him for He js 
“the same yesterday, today, and forever,” and His 
Word shall not pass away, even though heaven and 
earth are moved. He was also given as a leader. In 
our own generation, we have seen many people go 
to destruction because they followed a false leader. 
This is the plight of the people of Germany who 
followed their “fuhrer” or leader. In the Lord 
Jesus we have God’s true leader, and with Him to 
guide us, we will never go wrong. He is also a 
commander to the people. Our president is called 
the commander-in-chief of the armed forces of our 
nation. Though there are many officers, in the 
final analysis, the word of the commander must be 
obeyed. Christ is the supreme Commander and it is 
up to us to obey Him. 


Verse 5 calls attention to the fact that this mes- 


sage is not for Israel alone, but for the Gentile 
nations also. 


III. The Exhortation (V. 6,7). It seems that the 
prophet Isaiah, after taking this dictation from 
God, is so burdened by the responsibility which 
rests upon mankind to accept God’s invitation that 
he writes a few words of exhortation, urging that 
the ones who read or hear accept this covenant 
offered by God, this writing being, of course, 
under the divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit. He 
calls upon all to seek the Lord and to call upon 
Him while He is near and may be found. Of course, 
in the sense of God’s omnipresence, He is always 
near each one and yet in a very real way, there 
are seasons when the Holy Spirit especially speaks 
to the soul urging the acceptance of God’s Word. 
If he rejects, the person to whom God has been 
speaking wanders farther and farther away from 
Him. It is also true in a very real sense that the 
present age of grace will some day end and then it 
will be too late for the unrepentant to seek God. 


The prophet Isaiah urges that the man in si 
forsake his course, which is leading to destruction. 
and turn to God’s way, that the man who lac 
righteousness, turn from his own human thoughts 
to God’s plan of salvation. If so, the promise 
that God will not only “have mercy” but “wil 
abundantly pardon.” 


IV. The Manifestation (V. 8-13). In this last 
section we read of the blessed results which spring 
forth from God’s everlasting covenant. Once agall 
the Lord speaks in Verse 8, to show us how We 
must turn from our own ways and our own thoughts 
to His ways. Without divine guidance our thoughts 
are “of the earth, earthy,” and are as far removed 
from God’s thoughts as heaven is from earth. Ask 
any man who has not been instructed from the 
Scriptures as to the way of salvation and you 
find that the answer received is as far removed 
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from God’s plan, as revealed in His word, as east is 
from west. What we need is not the philosophy of 
fallible men, wise as they may be for even the best 
of human thoughts are very imperfect. We need 
God’s word, and in Verses 10 and 11, a beautiful 
picture is given of the effect of His word. It is 
compared with the rain which comes from heaven 
and accomplishes four results on earth. It waters 
the earth, it makes it bring forth and bud, it gives 
seed to the sower, it gives bread to the eater. In 
other words, the rain first comes upon the parched 
earth refreshing it so to speak. It makes this earth 
fruitful. It gives it the ability to produce crops 
which will provide seed for future sowing and also 
food for present personal needs. Thus also is God’s 
word. It too comes down from heaven, and brings 
refreshment to the one who receives it. Then it 
makes his life fruitful. It both provides spiritual 
seed for additional sowing and gives real food to 
the sower’s hungry soul. God says: “It shall not re- 
tun unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it.” 


In Verse 3 we read the “come” of the Gospel, 
now in Verse 12 we find the “go” of the Gospel. 
God said: ‘Come unto me... your soul shall live.” 
Now He says: “Ye shall go out with joy.” The Lord 
Jesus spoke in the New Testament of the “come 
and go” of the Gospel. He said: “Come unto me all 
ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give 
you rest.” But later He said: “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
First we are to come to Him for salvation and for 
fellowship, then we are to go and carry His mes- 
sage to others. 


After God’s everlasting covenant has been re- 
ceived there is “joy and peace” (V. 12). “The 
mountains and the hills shall break forth before 
you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall 
clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come 
up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come 
up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord for 
aname, for an everlasting sign that shal] not be 
cut off.” (V. 12,13). I believe that two applica- 
tions could well be made of these great verses. It 
is very true that to the individual who comes to 
Christ and receives His redemption, all the world 
is changed and nature breaks forth into a song of 
joy. On the other hand, we know that this and 
similar promises will be fulfilled literally when the 
lord Jesus Christ returns to this earth. Then the 
curse which came upon the earth because of 
Adam’s sin will be removed. All nature will at long 
last find peace. May that day be hastened! Even so 
come Lord Jesus! 


Dr. G. Campbell Morgan tells of conducting a 
series of evangelistic services in a little chapel 
among the Yorkshire coal fields. At the close of 
each service those who were concerned about the 
salvation of their souls were invited to an inquiry- 
toom where there were Christian workers to help 
them. After three days had passed, Dr. Morgan was 
asked to speak personally to a man who had been 
In the inquiry-room every night but still did not 
seem to be able to understand God’s way of salva- 
tion. Dr. Morgan found the man to be a big husky 
collier about forty years of age. He was in a ter- 
tile plight. He appeared to be deeply convicted 
yet unable to secure assurance of salvation. Dr. 
Morgan pointed him to Isaiah 55:7, and asked if he 
Were ready to do his part, i.e., turn from his way 
and his thoughts to God’s plan, that if so, God 
Would do His part and abundantly pardon. The 
collier bluntly said: “I don’t believe it. After all 
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my sinfulness, God could not forgive me like that. 
It is too cheap.” Plainly directed by the Holy 
Spirit, Dr. Morgan apparently turned from the 
subject, and asked the man if he had been to work 
that day, and learned from him that he had been 
800 yards under ground. Next, he asked how he 
got home and learned that he walked. Then Dr. 
Morgan said: “How did you get on the surface 
in order to get home?” He said: “I came to the 
bottom of the shaft, entered the cage, and was 
pulled up.” “How much did you pay to come up?” 
The reply was: “Nothing.” Then staring at Dr. 
Morgan, the collier said abruptly: “O, that won’t 
do; I didn’t pay anything to come up, but it cost 
the company! O my God, is that it? You mean, it 
is cheap for me, but it was not cheap for God!” 


God’s everlasting covenant is offered freely to 
each one who will receive it, but this does not 
mean that salvation is cheap—it cost the most 
precious thing in the universe—the blood of Christ, 
shed on Calvary’s cross for our sins. 


*Hugo, Okla. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


VATICAN POLICY AND THE 
SECOND WORLD WAR 


By L. H. Lehmann. Agora Publishing Company, 
228 West Forty-eighth Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
Price 25c. This booklet is written by one who is 
perhaps the ranking authority on what is afoot in 
Romanism. He was once a priest holding respon- 
sible positions in the Church of the Popes both in 
Europe and America. He is even more satisfactory 
in his writings than our own lamented Dr. Juan 
Ortiz. The booklet gives verbatim, with informing 
comments, the actions of the Roman hierarchy 
leading to the war, showing how Rome encouraged 
German aggression and tried to defeat alliance 
with the Democratic Front in Europe on the part 
of America. 


The statements are specific and varied, ranging 
from Popes including the present incumbent, back 
to Leo XIII early in this generation, all conspiring 
with Germany to break Protestant ideals. Perhaps 
the most astonishing is the pact of the present 
Pope with Japan, made after her villainies in the 
Orient and Pearl Harbor, in the belief entertained 
by the Papacy that America was doomed. Along 
with these high level assaults on the Allied cause 
and specifically on the United States, Lehmann 
quotes the various appeals to Roman laymen to 
break with patriotic movements. Of course, Rome 
has quickly leaped to the position of warm ap- 
plause, now that events have belied her bet and 
crossed her policy. Her publicity is aimed at glam- 
orizing her esteem for America; but her main ob- 
jectives are unchanged. 


While these facts are known indefinitely by 
many, it is well to have them specifically in hand 
for reference, as the public needs particulars if it 
is to be impressed. The hush-hush policy of most 
people is based on the business necessities of 
newspapers and magazines reflected in their edi- 
torials. Thus laziness parades in the cloak of toler- 
ance and cowardice goes under the name of 
charity. But the time comes when public state- 
ments are needed and they must be given accur- 
ately. While we do not advance evangelistically by 
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merely opposing Rome, we are responsible for 
keeping men aware of their enemies, as Christ 
often pointed out the traits of Pharisees because 
of their subtle power to achieve bad leadership. 
The booklet will introduce the reader to many an- 
other excellent writing on the Church of the Popes. 
—wWillis Thompson. 


—_—— ———_——. 


HOME MISSION INVESTMENTS 


By Robert A. Lapsley, Jr. Published by the John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Va. Price 60c. 


“Home Mission Investments,” by Robert A. 
Lapsley, Jr., is the 1946 home mission study book 
for the Women’s Auxiliaries of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church. It is an evaluation of the pur- 
pose, projects and present results of the Home 
Mission Emergency Fund of $1,250,000.00 appro- 
priated by the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. Eighty-three ministers and 
laymen contributed to this volume of 144 pages by 
writing of the work in their local communities. 


& 


Ur 





“THE Book For Our TIMe!’ 


Over 600 pages on 
Christian apologetics, 
dealing primarily with 
three great subjects of 
the Christian faith: 
“The Creation of the 
World,” “The Resur- 
rection of Christ,’”’ and 
“The Judgment to 
Come.” 


1! IEREFORE 
CTAND 
/ 


$3.00 
Postpaid 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY 


“A monumental volume that no Bible stu- 
dent, teacher or preacher can afford to be 


without.” 
Advocate. 
“The writer is famous but never more accu- 
rate in his shots than here. An evangelical 


masterpiece!’ —Frank S. Mead, Christian 
Herald. 


—B. C. Goodpasture, Gospel 











The author’s undying enthusiasm for this greg 
cause is evident on almost every page of the book 


There are many interesting stories in this book 
telling of home mission projects of varioy; 
Southern Presbyterian Churches which should jp. 
spire every church in our denomination to under. 
take some work of this kind. Although the reader 
could not possibly remember the many statistics 
and figures which the author has compiled, they 
are certainly impressive and should be helpful ref. 
erence material for the future. —Clifford Smith, 
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FAVORITE BIBLE VERSES 


Compiled by Henry H. Halley. Published by 
Henry H. Halley, 10 West Elm Street, Chicago, 
Ill. Price 30c. 


Dr. Halley has compiled what he considers the 
best from each of the Bible’s sixty-six books, and 
though individual taste may differ we believe the 
compiler has done a good job in bringing together 
these favorite Bible verses. This is not a substitute 
for Bible reading and the author realizes that by 
closing with this statement: “Don’t forget to read 
your Bible daily.” —John R. Richardson. 
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ATTENTION MINISTERS 
AND ELDERS 


Here’s How You May Obtain 
A Copy Of 


* THEREFORE STAND ° 


By Wilbur M. Smith 
FREE 
Read Details Below 


Through the generosity of a friend of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal we will give this book abso- ‘ 
lutely free to any one minister or elder of any one 
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church within the Presbyterian Church, U.S., who @ 


will send us one subscription to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, and who will agree to read 
the book and endeavor to get other members of his 
session to read it. The subscription may be either 
for himself or for someone else. This offer good 
only to ministers and elders under conditions de- 
scribed above. We shall be glad to fill orders for ; 
others at $3.00 per copy postpaid. ; 


Offer Good Only Until November Ist 


THE 
WEAVERVILLE. 


WRITE DIRECT TO : 
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL: 
NORTH CAROLINA 
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“By Grace Are Ye Saved” 
By Rev. Norman Caswell, B.A.* 


“By Grace are ye saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” (Eph. 2:8). 


In this glorious letter to the Ephesian Church, 
the inspired Apostle is of course writing to those 
who had previously heard the Gospel, who had 
helieved and did believe upon Christ and thus had 
cme into fellowship with God and with one 
mother as a group of His People, a portion of “His 
Body, which is the Church.” So the Apostle was 
guided of God to write to these Christians words of 
instruction in the things of God; words which would 
make them at once humble before God and men, 
yet also serene and joyful in the faith and quietly 
wnfident concerning the future. It is then a letter 
for the instruction and upbuilding of all who are 
“in Christ Jesus.” 


Thus Paul was guided to teach the Church that 
back of all our thinking, repenting and accepting of 
Christ stands the great and undefeatable purpose 
of God. If we are Christians, he says, we are to 
adore God’s free Grace and Mercy. Being sinners, 
we have really merited condemnation and not 
salvation. Says Paul—if by faith you are connect- 
ed up with Christ and so have your sin pardoned 
and have eternal life, you have God’s undeserved 
favor to thank for it. “By Grace are we saved 
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is 
God’s gift,” for by nature you were dead toward 
God in sins; under the power of Satan. It is God 
the Spirit who quickened you that you should long 
to be delivered from sin’s guilt and power. It is 
His Spirit Who enabled you to believe on Christ 
and His death for your sins and His resurrection 
for your justification, for faith is a “fruit”? of the 
Spirit as the Apostle informs us both in this Epistle 
and elsewhere. Therefore, says Paul, learn to 
adore God’s rich Mercy for your salvation, for 
from that free Graciousness in Him came both His 
Son to be your “prophet, priest and King” and the 
power whereby you have been enabled to “believe 
upon Him and be saved.” And it will be because 
of that same unchanging Grace that you will be 
kept following your Lord, be more and more built 
: in Him and finally received into His Eternal 

ory. 


Surely such a letter must have been a strong 
cordial, an abundant refreshment to those our 
Ephesian brethren of long ago. For they had many 
atrial to face—trials both from within themselves 
and from an evil world without. They assuredly 


— the strong meat that God gave them by His 
postle, 


Is not our need in these days as great as theirs? 
But then too, is not our supply as adequate? God 
temaineth ever the same, and He will speak to us 
‘day and through this rich epistle just as effec- 
tually as He did to those other members of His 
Body long ago. 


Let us then rejoice to hear Him speaking to us 
by His servant Paul, let us drink deeply from the 
Wells of refreshment He has provided for His 
tople in this Ephesian Letter; let us learn: well 
the lessons He has for us within it, for they are for 
the healing of our diseases. Is there not a won- 
‘ous virtue for our necessities in these words: 
y Grace are ye saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 
_—_— 


‘Hamilton Road Presbyterian Church, London, 
Ontario, 
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From YouR 
TOWER AT” 


Let your church tower pour out the ever 
glorious songs of the Saviour’s birth through 
the rich, golden voice of Schulmerich Ca- 
rillonic Bells. Here is the instrument best 
fitted to translate the songs of the ages into 


. songs in the air, with tones of purest beauty. 
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You may have the joyous voice of Carillonic 
Bells in your church this Christmas. No sea- 
son could be more appropriate than this, to 
dedicate a memorial that proclaims joy and 
peace to heart and home. Early inquiry is 
necessary if installation by Christmas is de- 
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SELLERSVILLE, 


CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS - SOUND DISTRISUTION SYSTEMS- CHURCH HEARING AIDS 


PA. 
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Have you, too, been over-looking 


<The Best Investment 


In the World?” 


Read what these people 
say .. . then send for 


this booklet 


Recently we received this from a man in Texas 
(name furnished on request) : 

“One of your booklets has fallen into my 
hands and it would appear from its perusal that 


¢ the impossible is made possible, in that one can 
: have their cake and eat it too. I understand that 
; a certain part of the funds given you can be de- 


ducted as donation on income tax forms, and also 
a part of the interest received from you can be 
deducted for a certain number of years. It looks 
like I have been overlooking the best investment 
in the world. I only hope to increase the amount 
sent you many fold ‘during the next few years.” 

He was referring to our Annuity Gift plan, 
whereby one can buy a guaranteed lifetime in- 
come for himself or for another person and at 
the same time make a gift of the principal to 
Foreign Missions. 

His letter is only one of many in our files from 
happy annuitants. A widow in Florida writes: 

“After my husband’s death I turned over his 
life insurance funds to the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions on the Annuity Plan. This 
has proved most satisfactory, insuring relief from 
the uncertainty of making safe investments, 
prompt interest payments and that the funds 
— finally be used as we desire they should 
e. 


, great company before the Throne.” 


MEN MMMM MMMM MMM ME 


A retired missionary who is an annuitant 


writes from North Carolina: 


“It is a most attractive plan by which those 
who desire to aid the world-wide extension of the 
Kingdom of God can do so without depriving 
themselves of the necessities of life. The Annuity 
Fund provides an opportunity by which a lover of 
the Kingdom may be a channel of blessing to be- 
nighted souls throughout the earth by the invest- 
ment of funds that will bring him an interest 
which will compare favorably with rates secured 
from the leading business concerns. All the while 
he is comforted by the assurance that his invest- 
ment is under the control of an absolutely trust- 
worthy agency who has at heart not-only the best 
interest of the investor but also the greatest 
good of the benighted nations of the earth. Best 
of all, his investment continues to discharge its 
beneficent mission after the investor has finished 
his earthly career and joined the ranks of the 


Our Annuity Gift plan offers many advantages 
which we will welcome the opportunity to explain. 
Let us send you, without charge or obligation, a 
copy of our booklet, ““A Guaranteed Life Invest- 
ment With Mutual Benefits For Yourself And 
Others.” Write today to: 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS 


Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
P. O, Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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